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Dear Parents/Carers
I have always said that this has got to be one of the best times of year to work in a school! As we approach
Christmas it is wonderful to be part of the children’s excitement and anticipation. I hope you have been able
to come along to many of our Christmas events to share our celebrations.
Quite apart from the Christmas events, we have had a very busy term with lots of opportunities for you to
become involved in the children’s learning. This is a priority for us and we hope you continue to support
these events in the coming year.
We have been working hard behind the scenes on a number of areas. We have undertaken a wide survey
on bullying behaviour and friendships with staff, children and parents. As a result, we have updated our
anti-bullying policy and have a draft summary available for you to view. Unfortunately events to share and
discuss this have been very poorly attended, so I would encourage you to come along to the next event in
January- date to be confirmed.
We have also been analysing our attainment data and I am pleased to share with you that we are seeing
year on year increases of children who are reading beyond their chronological age. We are seeing the
same results in spelling. We are seeing an improving picture in numeracy, but are continuing to work hard
to ensure that this improvement is maintained.
The senior leadership team has met with every teacher on an individual basis to discuss each and every
one of the children’s progress, identifying where additional support is required and ensuring intervention
takes place. These are just some of the things we do behind the scenes to ensure that we are doing the
very best for your children.
We are fortunate to have a staff team across all sections of the school who are fully committed to doing the
very best for your child, and as such I would like to recognise them for their commitment and enthusiasm.
From all of us at Rockfield, we would like to extend our very best wishes to you and your families at
Christmas. We wish you happy and peaceful Christmas and a healthy, prosperous New Year.
Yours sincerely
Mrs. Caroline Fothergill
Headteacher
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News around the school
Primary 1
After the Nativity performance we turned our attention to the Holly Tea, our Primary 1 children created the
most fantastic Christmas crafts which we sold at our very own stall.

SAMS
We have been focussing on climate change this term, how it is affecting our planet and what we can do to
help. We have had fun learning about the Polar Regions and the animals that inhabit them, we have also
been thinking a lot about ‘Reduce, Reuse and Recycle’ and what that means. We were lucky enough to
have a visit from some scientists from our local Marine Laboratory,
they explained what micro plastics were and the damage they cause in
our seas and we learned about what life is like for scientists who do
research in the Arctic.
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Primary 2
As part of their 'Castles & Clans' topic, P2 have been investigating local castles and designing their own
tartans using water colour and wax crayon which look so wonderful in our classroom wall display. All pupils
are part of a 'mini clan' and have been working collaboratively to create their own clan name, crest and to
build their own mini castle.

Primary 3
Primary 3 had a visit from Alice from Dunollie House. She came to tell us about when the Vikings were
here! We learned about King Haakon and how he gathered a fleet of ships off the sound of Kerrera. We
discovered the Vikings had their own system of writing called Runes and each Rune has a story to tell. We
then painted our own Rune stories on individual stones. We were challenged to design our own Viking
longships using twigs, material, paper and wool. We worked in groups and enjoyed the task.

This term we have begun most mornings with a “soft start” which allows us to interact with each other as
we get ready for the day. It strengthens a sense of community in our class and empowers us with making
our own choices.
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Primary 4
We have been very busy learning about the Vikings and their impact on Scotland this term in primary 4. We
were very lucky to have Alice Hoon from Dunollie House to come and visit us in the classroom. She told us
all about the Vikings and their impact on Dunollie castle. During this session we made Viking longships in
groups and also learned how to write runes. We have learned about where they came from and where
they settled and we have been busy researching lots of interesting facts about the Vikings.

Primary 5/6
As part of their food and health topic Primary 5 and P6/5 had parents in to work with them in learning
about hygiene and safety when preparing fruit and vegetables. Parents and pupils got to prepare, taste and
describe a variety of fruit and vegetables.
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Primary 7
This term P7 have been involved in a wide range of learning opportunities across the whole curriculum.
One area that we have focused on in literacy is creating individual books. Pupils have planned their stories
and are now writing them, following work on creating engaging openings, interesting characters and
descriptive settings. Pupils are also responsible for the illustrations and we look forward to sharing them.
As part of this, P7 parents were invited into a working classroom to support their child in the creation of part
of their story. Parents experienced a typical lesson, involving a range of activities. The experience was very
positive for pupils, who enjoyed the opportunity to work alongside their parent. We would like to thank the
parents who attended and we look forward to planning the next family engagement event.
A highlight of the P7 year was our very successful ceilidh dance on Wednesday the 11th December. It
provided pupils with the opportunity to experience a real life event, putting into practice the knowledge and
skills they have learned in country dancing this term. The ceilidh was made even better by the excellent live
ceilidh band: we would like to sincerely thank them for their time and enthusiasm.
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Gaelic News
Spòrs gu leòr aig Panto Fèisean nan Gàidheal
Bha sinne cho fortanach ann am Bun-sgoil Achadh na Creige gun tàinig cleasaichean Fèisean nan
Gàidheal a chèilidh oirnn fhèin agus air sgoilearan Bhun Easain a bha a-bhos airson leth latha a chur
seachdad còmhla rinn. `S e Peadar Dan agus am Mapa Ionmhais a t-ainm a bh’ air an dealbh-chluiche
agus chòrd e ris na sgoilearn agus na tidsearan gu mòr!
We were very lucky to welcome a visiting drama group from Fèisean Gàidheal who performed their yearly
Gaelic Pantomime to P1-7G, our Sgoil-àraich children (Gaelic Medium Nursery unit) and a visiting group of
Gaelic Medium children from Bunessan Primary School. The play, called Peadar Dan agus am Mapa
Ionmhais was a great hit. The children loved it, as did the staff. The Fèisean nan Gàidheal Panto is always
a highlight of the Christmas calendar and this year proved to be no exception.
Ceud taing do chleasaichean Fèisean nan Gàidheal bho Bhun-sgoil Achadh na Creige agus Bun-sgoil
Bhun Easain!
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News from the Learning Centre
The children in the learning centre have been busy this term preparing for Christmas. They have
all enjoyed taking part in parties and events across the school. We also held a Christmas craft
morning where we invited parents in to work alongside their children. We also made delicious
mince pies to share with everyone, thank you to everyone who came along.

.
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ELC and Sgoil Araich News
Childsmile
The Childsmile team came to talk to the parents and the children about what foods keep our teeth healthy
and strong. We met Charlie the Crocodile and we all had the chance to brush his teeth.

Bookbug
We held a Bookbug session recently and were delighted that Bookbug was able to come along and join us!
It was lovely to have so many people join us for this and see our 3 year olds receiving their Explorer packs
from Bookbug.

Holly Tea
Last week we held a very successful Holly tea during our morning and afternoon sessions. Guests were
treated to teas, coffees and delicious home baking and had an opportunity to buy some beautiful Christmas
crafts made by the children. Grateful thanks to our parents who donated prizes and sourced fantastic raffle
prizes, we raised around £500 which will go directly to help the children in the nursery.
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News around the School
PTA Holly Tea
Our PTA held a very successful Holly Tea which raised over £1700 which will be put towards helping
provide lots of experiences for our pupils. The event was well attended by families and members of the
community who enjoyed the delicious home baking and festive cheer. Many thanks to everyone who
contributed home baking, raffle prizes and their time to help out.

Christmas Jumper Day
Thank you so much to everyone who donated jumpers to sell for our first Christmas jumper initiative. It went
extremely well and raised £29 for our school and £19 for Mary’s Meals. Thanks also go to Mrs Bate and
Miss Donald for the beautiful decorations and for the brilliant organisational skills on the day! We had a
great day last Thursday when the children all wore their Christmas jumpers to school and we all enjoyed
Christmas lunch prepared by the catering staff!
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Nativities
Nativity, Nativity, Nativity – This year we have been treated to 4 nativities across our school. Primary 1 and
2 put on a fabulous performance of Little Star’s Story for a huge audience of family and friends. Our Sgoil
Araich and P1-3 Gaelic pupils then performed ‘Babushka’ a nativity delivered entirely through Gaelic,
showcasing the amazing language skills of our children. Finally, our ELC pupils in both the morning and
afternoon sessions entertained family and friends with their musical performance of ‘The Christmas Four’
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Christmas Sing along
Our P3, 4, 5 and P5/4G pupils entertained families and friends with a selection of Christmas songs
they have been learning. Each class performed a song and then the audience were encouraged
to join in with some communal singing as well. It was a lovely afternoon and it was great to see so
many people coming along to support the children.

Everyone at Rockfield would like to wish you a
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

We look forward to welcoming pupils back on
Monday 6th January 2020 at 9am.
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