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Dear Parents/Carers
I am delighted to share with you our latest newsletter. We have been working very hard over the
last term, continuing with a focus on recovery from the extensive period of school closure.
Literacy, Numeracy and Health and Wellbeing remain at the heart of our day to day work and we
are beginning to see the impact of this in our children’s learning.
Over the last couple of weeks we have endeavoured to ensure that the children have had the
opportunity to participate in many of the festive celebrations and the atmosphere across the school
has been very positive. We hope you enjoy seeing the photographs of our Christmas celebrations.
It certainly feels very strange not to have our families joining with us at this time of year, but let’s
hope next year will be very different.
I hope that through the newsletter you enjoy getting to know some of our members of support
staff. These are our unsung heroes who do so much to support the life and work of the school.
Despite the current restrictions, Rockfield is still a very positive place to be and we have adapted
to the current restrictions with a positive attitude and I hope that this newsletter reflects this.
Our teachers and practitioners have worked tirelessly over the last few months to ensure that your
children have the best learning experiences possible in the circumstances. I would like to express
my gratitude to them for their hard work and commitment.
I would also like to thank you all for your patience and understanding as we continue to adhere to
the guidance given by Scottish Government. In spite of the restrictions, on behalf of the whole
school staff I would like to wish you a very happy and peaceful Christmas. We have a lot to be
positive about and a lot to look forward to. Our thoughts and best wishes to you all for the coming
New Year.

Best regards / Le dùrachd
Mrs. Caroline Fothergill
Headteacher/ Ceannard-sgoile
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Meet the Staff
Clerical Assistants

Carol MacPherson

Karen Mackie

Jennifer Lockhart
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Pupil Support Assistants

Karen Donald

Victoria Gage

Additional Support Needs Assistants – Learning Centre

Lynn Robertson

Hazel Ewart-Mills
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Kerry Tait

Additional Support Needs Assistants

Margaret Macleod

Fiona Mclarty

Shirley Wallace

Tracey McCaig
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Lesley MacPherson

Classroom Assistants

Kathleen Bate

Marian MacCuish

Dawn Macniven
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Gaelic Language Auxiliary

Mary Maclellan

Gaelic Classroom Assistants

Wilma Mcphee

Kimberly Campbell
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Class News
Primary 1 and Primary 2/1 with Miss. Brodie,Mrs.McClure & Mrs.Cringeon
In Primary 1 and Primary 2/1 we like to keep our fingers moving. We do lots of activities every day to
improve our fine motor skills. We even have a disco with our playdough to warm up and strengthen our
fingers. The activities we do are helping us on our journey to form letters correctly. We are now working
on our crocodile grip to hold our pens and pencils correctly – snap, snap, snap. It won’t be long until we are
writing independently.
Our drawing skills have really developed over the past few months. During our Literacy activities we draw
ourselves having lots of fun and we have been focusing on the features of our faces, bodies, hands and
feet. Look at what we have achieved!
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Clas 2/1 G with Miss. MacArthur
This has been a busy term in P2/1G and we have been getting very excited about Christmas! We have
really enjoyed our Christmas topic and we had lots of fun writing our letters to Santa, creating our own
Christmas tree decorations and making Christmas cards. We also had our very own Elf on the Shelf for the
month of December. Her name was Holly and she brought us our own Christmas tree that we decorated as
a class.
This term we have also been learning all about pattern and we spent time creating our own patterns
outside in the school garden. We also looked for patterns in the world around us whilst we were out for a
walk. As a class we have been focusing on our number bonds this term and we have been practising our
addition and subtraction skills.

December 2020

Primary 2 with Mrs Volrath and Miss MacPhee
November was an exciting month in Primary 2! We have continued with our climate topic, discussing the
adaptations of a camel for it to survive in the hot dry deserts, learning about the climate in the polar
regions and comparing these weathers with our own climate in Scotland, where we have four seasons. We
have been practising out months of the year and counting out how many syllables there are in each month
name.
Through anti-bullying week we set up a kindness challenge and the children have been filling each other’s
and their own buckets with kindness. We also made some beautiful, shiny poppies to remember people or
animals that we love.
In December we are proudly practising our Christmas Cracker poem (written by us in our music lessons)
and dance – again we have been the choreographers in this, and we can’t wait for you to see the end
result.
In Outdoor Learning we have been feeding the birds as winter sets in. We have also been collecting items
from nature such as sticks and leaves which we will use for making Christmas decorations.
We have been using our 5 senses to describe wintery weather. We made mind maps of the things we saw,
smelt, heard and felt and discussed how that was different compared to the autumn months. We have
also been using ‘Loose Parts’ to build our imagination, problem solving and teamwork skills and
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Primary 3/2 with Miss Seath
There have been a few important dates to learn about this term. Firstly there was the 5th of November and
bonfire night. We learned about Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot. In literacy we created ‘Wanted’
posters to detail Guy Fawkes’ crimes then we used wax crayon and black paint to create fireworks scenes
with scratch art.
Another important date was 11th November. We learned about Remembrance Day; why people wear
poppies and where the money goes to. During RME we learned more about charity and we created some
poppies using an artistic style called pointillism.
Our excitement is building about Christmas and we have a little visitor in class for December. He is called
Egburt the elf and he has been causing such mischief! Every morning when we come into school we write a
diary entry about what he has been up to that night. He wrote a letter to us so we are currently writing
back to him which describes all of the acts of kindness we have been doing! Kindness has been a big focus
in our Health and Wellbeing learning so we’re becoming really good at being kind and identifying kindness.
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Primary 3 with Mrs MacLeod
This term we took our problem solving outside and used loose parts to enhance our learning. Loose parts
are materials that can be moved, carried, combined, redesigned, lined up, taken apart and put back
together again in multiple ways. It offers many opportunities for us to use natural materials and objects in
our environment. It allows us to make meaning of the natural world around us and manipulate materials
whichever way we like. Loose parts provides many experiences for us to be creative, curious, imaginative
and have lots of fun!

We had a winner of the Oban BLM group poster competition. Our class received a beautiful book for our
class library. What a fantastic poster! A big well done and many congratulations to our winner.
We have also been working hard on adjectives in grammar and in our writing. We have looked at
traditional tales, in particular Little Red Riding Hood which gave us great ideas for character descriptions.
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Primary 4 with Miss Cameron
This term, primary 4 have been involved in lots of exciting activities! With a focus on our topic ‘The
Rainforest’ we did a google meet and interview with a pupil’s parent who had been on a trip to the
rainforest! She told us lots of important and interesting information which we noted down and then used
to write a story in the third person! We are now typing these stories into one of our favourite apps, ‘Book
creator.’
During anti-bullying week we made ‘trust maps’ where we identified all of the people we would trust to
share our feelings with. We also had a visit from Mr. Galbraith who discussed anti-bulling scenarios with us
and helped us to manage our reactions.
We have been enjoying sharing our special skills and talents with the whole class. This has developed our
confidence, as we learn from each other. We have also been going outdoors (all wrapped up) and doing
some challenges that work on a lot of the skills we focus on in class like teamwork, resilience and risk
management!
Finally, as we are starting to get into the festive spirit we are doing lots of different activities including
making a Christmas video, designing and creating our festive door and writing and illustrating our own
Christmas stories!
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Clas 5/4/3 G with Mr. Mitchell
Tha sinn gu bhith aig Àm na Nollaig agus ann an Clas 3, 4 agus 5 tha sinn air a bhith gu math trang. ’S e bìthiomadachd agus beathaichean ann an cunnart an cuspair eadar-ionnsachaidh againn an-teirm is leis tha
sinn air tòrr rannsachaidh a dhèanamh. Chleachd sinn dòighean rannsachaidh a lethid sreathan-bìdh agus
làraich-bìth airson eac-siostaman air feadh an t-saoghail a chlàradh, fiù ’s anns an Òban fhìn. Fhuair sinn
cuideachadh à Clas 6 agus 7 agus rinn iad mapa sgoinneil air ar son is chuir sinne diofar eac-shiostaman
suas air. Ann an Àireamhachd is Matamataig, tha sinn air tòrr a dh’ionnsachadh mu bhloighean agus
ceàrnan, sgilean air leth feumal nuair a sinn uile nas sine. Le Seachdain na h-Alba, fhuair sinn cothrom
goireasan cànain a chruthachadh airson clasaichean gus am biodh comas aca clàr na sgoile is dìnnearan
sgoile a dhèanamh tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig. Airson Nollaig a mholadh, tha sinn a’ leughadh na sgeulachd
dhen Chnòthair agus cuideachd a’ dèanamh ìomhaighean-cloiche de charactar bhuaipe. Còmhla ris an
sgeulachd, tha sinn an sàs ri sgrìobhadh sgeulachdan Nollaig againn fhìn, sgeulachdan a thig ri chèile ann
an aon leabhar mhòr airson a’ chlas.
It is nearly Christmas time in Primary 3, 4 and 5 we have been very busy. Biodiversity and endangered
animals has been our interdisciplinary learning subject this term and with it we have done a lot of research.
We recorded different ecosystems from around the world by using food chains and food webs, even ones
in Oban itself. We also got help from Primary 6 and 7, who made a fantastic map of Oban for us that we
stuck our eco-systems on to. In Numeracy and Mathematics, we have learned a lot about fractions and
angles, very important skills for when we are older. During Scottish Week, we got the chance to create
language resources for other classes so that they would be able to complete their register and dinner
orders through the medium of Gaelic. To celebrate Christmas time, we are reading the story of the
Nutcracker and are also making statues of different characters from this tale. Along with this story, we are
also creating our own Christmas tales, stories that will be collected into one large book for the class.
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Primary 5A with Mrs Bryden
This term P5A have enjoyed interviewing a range of key workers through Google Meet and practising their
note taking skills.
They’ve been hard at work exploring fractions and shapes through a variety of medium including spaghetti
and marshmallows and things they could find in the garden. They’ve also been enjoying our weekly yoga
and meditation sessions.
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Primary 5B with Mrs Simpson and Mrs Acey
In Primary 5B we have been using Google Meet to conduct interviews with Key Workers to find out more
about the very important jobs they do.
We also used Google meet to work with P7/6G and learn the Gaelic names for different animals. We then
taught P7/6G how to sign the animal names in BSL.
We have enjoyed taking part in some outdoor learning challenges.
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Primary 6 with Mrs Campbell and Mrs Buchanan
During our Scottish focus week at the beginning of December, we looked at Mackintosh’s artwork and in
particular, his iconic rose design. We followed a step-by-step tutorial on how to draw the rose and then we
used watercolour paints to complete our artwork. We then looked at the Mackintosh font (based on the
handwriting and artwork of the famous Scottish artist) to complete our work. We were delighted with how
our Charles Rennie Mackintosh watercolour paintings turned out!

As part of a Storyline Approach to our Interdisciplinary topic on Environmental Tourism, we have been
completing missions from “Visit Scotland” to develop our knowledge and understanding of travel and
tourism and the impact this has on the environment.
Our first mission was to create an imaginary family, with the storyline approach enabling the family to
travel across Scotland, as well as investigate tourism in the local area. The topic has developed our
Numeracy skills through planning and budgeting for family holidays and using our skills in calculating
money through real-life shopping experiences. The children said that they have particularly enjoyed
writing responding letters, researching current environmental issues and presenting to an audience. Well
done, Primary 6!
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Primary 7/6 with Mrs Cassells and Mrs Gillies
P7/6 have been busy writing Christmas stories as part of their imaginative writing block. They have been
developing their language skills by writing descriptions of the North Pole and of their exciting and unique
characters. We are documenting the story-writing process on our literacy wall and, on completion, we
hope to share our Christmas adventures with the younger pupils.
We have also recently set ourselves new learning targets and will be working towards achieving them over
the coming weeks. We can add work, photos or thoughts next to our targets as we make progress and
move our arrows towards the centre.

December 2020

Primary 7 with Mrs MacKay
In primary 7 we have started a topic called, Environmental Tourism. To begin this we have been
developing our knowledge of places around the world by identifying them on maps. We have been using
features of the atlas to help us complete our maps.
We have been learning about fractions in Maths. We have been able to identify equivalent fractions,
simplify fractions, order and compare fractions. To do this we have been utilising our previous knowledge
of multiplication facts.

We have also just started some sessions with Mr Galbraith developing our teamwork, responsibility, risk
assessment and problem solving skills.
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Clas 7/6 G with Mr. MacDonald
Halo a h-uile duine! Ann an clas 7/6G an teirm seo, tha sinn air a bhidh deanamh torr diofar rudan. Ann am
Matamataig, tha sinn air a bhidh ag obair air uiread, roinn, cumaidhean, blòighean agus a-nise air
aireamhan deicheach agus aireamhan ‘s a cheud! Gu math traing! Tha sinn cuideachd air a bhidh deanamh
obair air iomarran agus na diofar rioghailtean a dh’feumas sinn cuimhneachadh nuair a bhios sinn a’
sgiobhadh ‘s a Ghàidhlig. Cuideachd, tha an clas air a bhidh ag obair comhla ri’n clas aig Mgr Mitchell ann
an topaig airson sealltainn dhan sgoil air far de na beathaichean a th’ann an cunnart ann an Òban agus an
cuir air màpa mor ‘s an trannsa. ‘S math a rinn sibh!
Hello everyone! In P7/6G, this term we have been learning a whole lot of different things! In Mathematics,
we have been working on multiplication, division, shape, fractions and are now working on decimals and
percentages! We’ve been busy! In Literacy, we have been focusing on Gàidhlig plurals and the different
rules that you need for writing. We have also been working with Mr Mitchell’s class to create a giant map
of Oban to display the endangered animals that you can find, as well as how we can help them. Well done!

December 2020

Learning Centre with Mr. Ainscough and Mr. Garvin
In the Learning Centre we have been exploring the outdoor spaces around the Rockfield site. We have
been using the Nursery Garden to play and learn. The children are loving exploring all the different areas.
We have also been busy preparing for Christmas, decorating the classrooms and corridors in the LC as well
as making Christmas cards and posters.
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Music across the school
P1-2 have been busy working on composition this term starting with "Music for a story". Each class made
up their own percussion rhythms, to accompany music written for each character of the Cinderella story.
They have just begun composing some exciting Christmas Samba music using their own words!
P3-4 have been focusing on the "Carnival of the animals, " and completing creative projects on four of the
movements. Each class has begun Christmas composition to finish off this term.
P5 have been revising the Musical elements and are becoming more confident with identifying these in
different pieces of music. Each class has begun a Christmas composition using their own words and
rhythms!
P6-7 have been working on the "instruments of the orchestra" this term through listening to extracts and
watching videos of orchestras playing their instruments. The classes have completed an Orchestra quiz and
have done really well with this. To finish off this term, P6 are composing percussion riffs to accompany a
narration of the "Night before Christmas" and P7 are writing lyrics for a Christmas song.

Lending Library
The children are really enjoying the experience of using our Lending Library and are very good at returning
the books when they have read them. Please continue to donate so that this can be a permanent addition
to our school. Thank you for making this a fantastic success!
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Scotland and Gaelic Language Focus Week

It was a fun filled week of tartan, highland dancing and Scottish tradition during our whole school
Focus on Scotland and Gaelic Week, at the beginning of December. Children across the school enjoyed a
variety of activities; learning about Scottish traditions and famous inventors, reading traditional Scottish
stories, creating wonderful Scottish artwork and writing Gaelic greeting cards.
Our Gaelic Medium pupils created handy posters and videos to help everyone order their lunch and
complete daily registers in Gaelic. They also designed a Scottish themed lunch, which Katy and the
kitchen staff kindly cooked for the whole school.
Our Gaelic staff also created a bank of handy Gaelic phrases and class signs, which have been warmly
welcomed by classes and they even had a video meeting with some mainstream classes.
Everyone enjoyed the week!
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Stars of Hope

Our Primary 6 and 7 children were delighted to take part in Stars
of Hope, which is a collaborative project between H2O, local
primary schools and local businesses. The project sees vacant
shop fronts in Oban's main streets decorated with stars made by
the town's primary school children. On the back of the
3D stars are written the young people's hopes for the coming
year. Many thanks to Daniel Rimmer, Lead Youth Worker, Hope
2 Oban for co-ordinating this wonderful activity.
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Pupil Voice
We are delighted to announce the newly elected members of this years’ Pupil Voice Group.
The group have been attending meetings in the garden to discuss the ways in which we can improve our
school. Their first task was to create a Pupil Voice Box for each class, ensuring that the views and opinions
of all our children are taken into consideration. The children were delighted to see our newly purchased
playground games starting to arrive, which was one of the areas of development they were very
enthusiastic about!
We look forward to updating you on the work our pupil voice group will be undertaking over the coming
months.
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Christmas at Rockfield
We hope all our children enjoyed the exciting Christmas celebrations that we managed to take part in this
year. From decorated doors, class parties, Christmas jumper day and the wonderful Christmas lunch to our
amazing Christmas Cracker performance, I think it is safe to say that we all had a wonderful time!
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We wish you all a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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