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Dear Parent/Carer

Fax: 01631 568099
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Gun a Parantan

A very warm welcome is extended to our new families who have visited and are starting in our
nursery. We have had a few new starts and we hope that you are now becoming familiar with
your nursery and the staff. Remember that the staff are always willing to answer any questions,
so please ask if there is anything that you are unsure of. Each week we post photographs on our
Facebook page which will show you all the lovely experiences and opportunities the children have.
We also post the “Week Ahead” to let you know about things that are happening in our nursery.

Burns Day
Burns Day was celebrated on 25th of January. A variety of
activities were on offer and the children made their own
tartan and haggis pictures. The children wore
something tartan and enjoyed haggis, neeps and
tatties for snack.

Chinese New Year
The nursery has taken out a membership with the Toy Cupboard and this has opened up a wealth
of different resources for us to access.
The Chinese Food set was borrowed and the children
had fun playing with the chopsticks and bowls which
was great for developing fine
motor skills! Trays were set
up for sensory investigation
using noodles. The children
made money pockets and
enjoyed noodles and prawn
crackers for snack.

February 2019

Topic/Cuspair Shops and Shopping

The theme of shops has continued to grab the interest of the children
and both ELC and Sgoil-Araich have set up a number of different types
of shops in their role play areas including their own opticians, a
McDonald’s which sold happy meals and Sgoil-Araich created their very
own Garden Centre. The children had a trip to the Soroba Shop and to
Tescos to buy their snack. For these outings they created their own
shopping list and used money to pay for items at the counter and check
outs. They learned also about Scan as you shop. To further extend
their knowledge of local shops all groups will be visiting the town centre
to explore which shops are there and what they sell. ELC will be
visiting Waterstones and Sgoil-Araich are going to the Garden Centre at
Homebase.

Outside the children have created a Garden Centre and they have bought flowers from there to
host weddings.

Stay and Play
The January session was very successful and the
children really love it when their grown ups join them for
these sessions. The next Stay and Play sessions are
just around the corner. This time there will be a Literacy
Focus. The staff will set up a few activities for you to try
with your child. The aim of this is to let you see some of
the ways that the staff create activities for the children to
develop skills across the range of reading, writing and
listening and talking.

A reminder of the dates for Stay and Play Sessions



th

ELC - Tues 19 March Morning Group 9am to 10am and Afternoon Group 12.15pm to 1.15pm
Sgoil –Araich Thurs 21st March 9am to 10am

Outdoor Play

In the last newsletter we shared information with you about Early Years Scotland’s aspiration that
nursery children get the opportunity to be Outside for 50% of their time. Every day our children
are given the opportunity to play outdoors and they help choose which resources and toys are
there. Each group have an outdoor day in the garden too where play is self directed.

Emma P and Jenna gave the Mud Kitchen a makeover during the in-service days and painted the
pallets to make them brighter and more interesting. Pasi has made a new board for exploring
sound and music which has received much interest and has been a great deal of fun. If you are
clearing out your kitchen please remember that we are always grateful for your old spoons and
spatulas, jugs and bowls.

Numeracy and Maths

In numeracy the focus has been on developing awareness of how money is used in real and
imaginary contexts through play. Some of the play experiences that have helped to promote this
have included using the till and being the shopkeeper, using real money at Tesco and the Soroba
Shop to pay for items. Tough trays have been set up with activities which encourage investigation
of money, finding coins in sensory trays of flour, jelly etc and even making their own money!

There has been a lot of work on developing
understanding of measure. The children have
measured lots of things using ribbons, laces,
rulers, tape measures and matched items to the
numbers. The language of measure is being
introduced in Gaelic – longer than, shorter than,
taller than etc.

Literacy

There has been a strong focus on developing skills
in listening and talking through play. This provides
wonderful opportunities for increasing vocabulary
and has been done at group times and through role play where the staff
interact with the children and encourage rich use of language.

Emerging Literacy
Pasi has been taking forward some of the ideas from the Emerging Literacy Pilot Project that P1
are also doing. The children are working on strengthening their fingers using a variety of tools
which develop skills in picking things up, pinching and rolling to make their fingers and hands
super strong for writing. They have been developing their listening, attention and auditory
discrimination skills too and have been working on hearing the differences between a range of
sounds. They have played lots of games that involve turn taking.
Staff Training/Treanadh luchd-obrach
Emma Parr is going on a course called Curiosity, Investigation and Discovery and Emma C is
attending a day on Self Directed Play in the Outdoors. Karen and Anne are sharing attendance at
a Gaelic Development Day. We look forward to hearing all about their training and them taking
forward new any new ideas when they return.
Children’s Special Books/Learning Journeys
For our new families and those who may not have looked at your Child’s Special Book for a while
please could you take some time to do this and write a comment at the front It is really important
for the children to know that you like seeing what they do. Pens are available in the entrance hall
and you can look at your child’s folder anytime! Learning Stories should have come your way and
these evidence the learning that is taking place. Please comment on them and return them as
soon as you can, thank you.
Information/fiosrachadh Dates for the diary
th

 Nursery Registration Week of 4 March 2019
 Mon, Tues, Wed and Thurs afternoon from 1.30pm to 3pm
 Shrove Tuesday – Pancake Day

th

Tuesday 5 March
th

 Gaelic Drama Performance Hub Hab Thursday 14 March
th

 Red Nose Day Friday 15 March
 Stay and Play
th
 ELC - Tues 19 March Morning Group 9am to 10am and Afternoon Group 12.15pm to 1.15pm
st
 Sgoil –Araich Thurs 21 March 9am to 10am

st

 Downs Syndrome Awareness Day Odd Sock Day Thursday 21 March 2019
The whole school will be wearing Odd Socks
 Soft Play at Atlantis Leisure Friday 22

nd

March

rd

 PTA Daffodil Tea Saturday 23 March

 Spring Break Fri 29th March

 If you have any ideas or suggestions to improve our nursery please let us know, we would love to hear from you and
welcome any participation. Remember to look at the “Parent Notices” in our ELC for information on what we are doing
each week. You will see which topics we are doing, how you can help and what the children have had for snack.

