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Rockfield Pre-5
Sgoil-Araich

Head Teacher: Caroline Fothergill
Depute Head Teacher: Margaret E Cain
Tel. 01631 568091

Dear Parent/Carer

Fax: 01631 568099

E-mail:
enquiries@rockfield.argyll-bute.sch.uk

Gun a Parantan

A very warm welcome is extended to our new families who have visited and are starting in our
nursery. We hope that you are now becoming familiar with your nursery and the staff.
Remember that the staff are always willing to answer any questions, so please ask if there is
anything that you are unsure of.

Topic/Cuspair
Shops and Shopping/Bùthan
The New Year has brought new interests
from the children and they have created their
very own “Tesco” supermarket in the role
play area. They chose what they would like
to sell and it ranges from foods and juice to
toys and DVDs! They are learning about
money and how to pay for the things they
want to buy. We have made contact with the
Toy Library and have borrowed baskets and
trolleys to help us do our shopping. The
children have also used the internet to
reseach which shops are in Oban’s main
street.
Outside they have created their own “Homebase”
which sells wallpaper, tools, pipes and wood. The
range will be extended by the children.
They have visited the Soroba shop and have all
been given the chance to use real money to pay for
something. An important part of learning about
money is to play with different quantities of things
and so lots of number play activities are all
available during freeflow.
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All About Me and More About Me/Mu mo dheidhinn-sa/Barrachd mu mo dheidhinn-sa
Please remember to tell us of any changes to your family and things your children like to eat,
play with etc this helps us to plan by responding to their needs and interests.

Outdoor Play/Cluich a-muigh
Early Years Scotland would like
to see nursery children with a
balance of outdoors for 50% of
their time. Given the climate we
live in this is not always possible
and is aspirational but every day
our children are given the
opportunity to play outdoors.
Why is this so important?
Outdoor play enables children to
enjoy the natural environment
and learn to seek out exercise,
fresh air, and activity. Using open space to fulfill basic
childhood needs – jumping, running, climbing,
swinging, racing, yelling, rolling, hiding, and making a big mess – is what childhood is all about!
Children need lots of opportunities outside to develop basic social skills.

There is something fundamentally healthy about using the outdoors. Thus outdoor play
develops disposition for the outdoors, for physical activity, and for care of the environment.
Children who learn to enjoy the outdoors have a much higher likelihood of becoming adults who
enjoy hiking, gardening, jogging, bicycling, mountain climbing, or other outdoor endeavors. This
is critical as obesity becomes an ever-greater national concern.
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Numeracy and Maths/
Aireamhachd agus Matamataig

Rockfield School is currently involved in a pilot project using
SEAL.
What is SEAL?
SEAL stands for Stages of Early Arithmetical Learning.
The underlying model for Maths Recovery is that children acquire strategies
and numerical knowledge through a series of different stages – the Stages
of Early Arithmetical Learning. Primary 1 and the Nursery are at what we
call the Emergent Stage. The staff are working in a really creative way to
provide lots of rich learning in maths through the loose parts play they
provide for the children. These play experiences ensure that they are
counting and matching and sorting and understanding one to one
correspondence and that there are different ways they can show a pattern
any number.

Staff Training/Treanadh luchd-obrach
Emma Parr is going on a course called Curiosity, Investigation and Discovery and Jenna is attending a two day
course on Learning Through Play. We look forward to them sharing any new ideas when they return.

Children’s Special Books/Learning Journeys
An leabhar sònraichte agam/An Turus ionnsachaidh agam
Thank you to those of you who have taken time to write some comments in your child’s folder last term.
Please could you take some time to do this if you haven’t already had a look at them as there were lots
of children absent in December. It is really important for the children to know that you like seeing what
they do. Pens are available in the entrance hall and you can look at your child’s folder anytime! Look out
for the next lot of learning stories that are coming out soon. Please comment on them and return them
as soon as you can, thank you.
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Information/Fiosrachadh
Illness/Sickness/ Bochdainn
We are now in the season of winter bugs and colds and we would ask that you telephone to let
us know if your child will be absent from Nursery. Please could I remind you that if your child
has had a sickness bug that they should not attend nursery for 48 hours.
Clothing/Aodach
Please ensure that your child has a warm/waterproof jacket. The children are outdoors every
day. Also please provide indoor shoes for nursery. Please do not provide slippers as we have
lots of wet and messy play and they are not the best for keeping little feet dry!
Snack/Greimeag
If you pay snack on a weekly basis please could you make sure that you pay snack money at
the start of the week.

Christmas Celebrations in picture/Dealbhan na Nollaig
Thank you so much to everyone who supported our Nursery Nativity and Holly Tea. We raised the
amazing sum £480. Thank you very, very much also to our fantastic Parent Group who did an
amazing job on the day.
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Holly Tea/Tì Cuileann

If you have any ideas or suggestions to improve our nursery please let us know, we would love to hear from you and welcome
any participation. Remember to look at the “Parent Notices” in our ELC for information on what we are doing each week.
You will see which topics we are doing, how you can help and what the children have had for snack.
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