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Dear Parents/ Carers
Welcome to our final newsletter. I hope you enjoy reading about some of our
achievements from the last term.
It has been a very busy year and there is lots of positive news to share.
This is the time of year that we say goodbye to our P7 children and in doing so
we wish them all a very happy and successful future. At the same time we will
be welcoming in a new group of primary one children and we are looking forward
to getting to know them all better in August.
Over the last year, our staff team have all worked incredibly hard to ensure that
the learning experiences offered are of a high quality and I continue to be
impressed at the level of dedication and commitment shown throughout.
In the new session we will be launching our new vision: ‘Believe, Achieve,
Belong’ and in moving forward this will underpin all work as a school. We look
forward to putting our vision into practice and we will be making sure that you are
included throughout. Please be assured we will keep you updated with all our
new plans in August.
In the meantime, on behalf of all staff I would like to thank you for all your
support and interest over the year.
I wish you a very happy, safe and healthy holiday break and look forward to
working with you in partnership in August.
Kind wishes,
Caroline Fothergill
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News around the school
Primary 1
This term we have had a very important job to do… We have been helping the Friendly Dragon to
encourage lots of people to read Fairy Tales to make everyone realise how wonderful they are.
We have even transformed our classroom into Fairyland which has made the Friendly Dragon very
happy. Throughout our topic the Friendly Dragon has sent us a variety of letters asking for our
help with special jobs. On one of the letters the Friendly Dragon asked us to investigate castles as
they are very important to Fairy Tales and what better way to find out about them than visiting one!
We were fascinated by everything at Dunollie Castle and we couldn’t wait to tell the Friendly
Dragon what we had learnt. We also showed off our creative skills at Ganavan Beach by creating
amazing structures from the sand! It was a super day out and of course when we got back to
school we wrote to the Friendly Dragon to tell him about our fun filled day, we can’t wait for his
reply!
A really special job that the Friendly Dragon gave us was to create our own Fairyland Big Books.
We worked so hard on these and we were so excited to show them off to our grown-ups.

Primary 2
We have been busy in P2 this term. We have been learning about division and fractions during our
outdoor learning time.
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We have also been on our school trip to Dunollie Castle and we were able to show off our map
reading skills and find our way around the grounds of the castle. We used lots of skills like
teamwork and active listening when we took part in a scavenger hunt in the gardens. It was a
fantastic day and we were very lucky with the weather!

Primary 3a
Our final term has been a busy one with lots of fun learning opportunities! We have learned how to
write instructions by making sandwiches and then we wrote our own recipes based on our class
novel – George’s Marvellous Medicine (some family members should be careful about what they
take from their children; some of the medicines had less than desirable side effects!) We
investigated magnets, finding out what materials were magnetic and which ones were not. We
know about the poles on magnets, that they attract and repel and that it is a force. We also
learned about materials, using a feely box to describe and identify different materials. We have
been learning about maps and we really loved finding out about what Oban used to look like.

Primary 3b
In August 2018 P3.B embarked on an exciting journey, we took some old sunflower heads and
picked the seeds out of the centre. Then we left them over winter until the spring when we planted
them in seed trays in the classroom. Within a week we were delighted to see them start to grow
and before very long we couldn’t keep them in the classroom anymore (they nearly died of drought
during the hot, Easter weekend). We planted them up in bigger pots and put them out in our
school garden, unfortunately a lot didn’t survive but Mrs Deverill and her team of volunteers have
been tending them at lunchtimes and we are thrilled with the results.
The children have used this knowledge to create instruction books on how to grow sunflowers
which they have written and illustrated themselves.
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Primary 4
This term in primary 4 we have been very busy learning about the human body and the functions
of the organs. We made tabards showing where the organs are and we wrote a report on what
the organs do in our body. We went on our school trip to Cruachan Power Station after learning
all about electricity last term. We had a great day and learned lots of facts about how we get
electricity. In our outdoor learning we have been continuing our team working skills through
working together to complete a series of challenges. We are all very excited to move to primary 5
after the summer.

Primary 5/4
As part of our Health and Well Being and Science this term we have been enjoying our outdoor
learning in the school garden. We feel peaceful and quiet and able to relax there. It has been hard
work weeding, watering and planting. We also looked at different bugs and their habitats and
identified birds which visit our garden most often.
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Shona from Nationwide Building Society came to talk to us about money and finance. We learned
how to look after and manage our money. We really enjoyed demonstrating affordability within a
budget doing the shopping task Shona set us.

We continued our work on conservation of materials and resources in Technology. We identified
ways in which energy can be saved and how and where we waste resources. We have really
enjoyed working with the Grab Trust this year who have encouraged and supported us in this
topic.
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Primary 5
Primary 5 recently visited Cruachan Power Station on their school trip. The children had a
fascinating time learning about how electricity is created. They had a tour in the hollow mountain
and took part in a quiz, learning lots of new information about electricity.

They have also been learning about measure. The children spent time investigating units of
measure, estimating and measuring accurately.

In primary 5, the children have also been learning about money and finance. They were learning
about needs and wants and the importance of buying what is essential first. The children were
also given the opportunity to research and compare prices using online shops such as Tesco and
Asda. They were also given a budget to work within to buy things they would need for a party. As
part of this learning primary 5 also had a visit from Shona Fox from the Nationwide who spoke to
the children about her job and the types of things that the Nationwide do.

Primary 6
Gallery Opening
This term, P6 celebrated their art topic by hosting a grand gallery opening. They invited parents,
carers and members of the community, including the Depute Provost Roderick McCuish. The
pupils had a variety of jobs on the day, including introducing their paintings, hospitality and
catering! It was a well-attended event and a fabulous opportunity to celebrate our learning.
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Kelvingrove
P6 went on a trip to Glasgow to visit the Kelvingrove Museum and Gallery. We saw a variety of
paintings and sculptures which supported what we had been studying in class. The children
represented the school extremely well! We even go to hear music played on the famous
Kelvingrove organ before lunch in the sun.

Outdoor Learning Day
P6 have been investigating the Solar System as part of their science topic. During outdoor
learning day, we created constellations using chalk, rocks and shells.
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Primary 7
Primary 7 have had a very busy last term in Rockfield. They had their induction days at Oban High
School on the 10th, 11th and 12th of June and are really looking forward to starting their new school.
They have also been preparing for their end of term service by writing their favourite memories of
Rockfield, creating self- portraits and also a few decorations for the hall. They are all looking
forward to sharing this special occasions with their families. The children have also been creating
memory diaries where they have written all of their favourite school experiences in, and made
some future predictions!
In art the pupils have created hanging fish from recycled plastic, which they hope will bring
awareness in the school of recycling and plastic pollution. As part of their digital technology
learning the pupils had a day of coding using the class sets of IPads. They learnt a lot about this
type of technology and how games are created.
Last week P7 enjoyed a trip to the local cinema to see Toy Story 4, on their return the pupils wrote
a movie review. As part of their literacy learning they have been writing play scripts and then
acting them out following all stage directions carefully. They all had great fun and enjoyed sharing
their acting talents!
A group ten of our P7 pupils represented Rockfield very well at the Rotary Public speaking
competition held in the Pearle hotel. Against some very hard competition David Simpson came
first place with his speech about Technology versus Talking. Congratulations to David and all the
other pupils who were a credit to our school.
Finally, while the new P1 children were in for their induction afternoons, the P7 pupils spent the
afternoon with the current P1 children making up and writing fantastic stories which they then
shared with others. It was lovely for the older children to get together with their buddies before
they leave for the high school.
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News from the Learning Centre
In the Learning Centre class we have been making circuits and finding out what we can use
electricity for.

We have been going on Natural History trips with Oban High School’s support department,
investigating minibeasts and plants in our locality. We walked from Dunollie Castle along to the
Witches and enjoyed a picnic. We also visited Kinlochlaich Garden Centre where we made bird
feeders using sticky fat and bird seeds.

We have had riding lessons at Achnalarig Stables with the RDA. We have been working on our
horse control in the new arena and out on hacks.
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At the start of the term we went swimming at Atlantis Leisure. We have also been collecting,
sorting, weighing and counting recycling from the staff room. We record our totals on our display
and take the recycling to the recycling centre when we are out on our swimming trip. This year we
have collected 21kg of recycling including over 160 metal cans.

All year we have been working hard at our literacy and numeracy skills using play activities and
fun resources. We have been using the Playground to do lots of fun play and sensory activities.
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Gaelic News
Mòd Ionadail an Òbain / Oban Local Mòd
Abair gun robh Mòd air leth againn am bliadhna anns an Òban. Bha tòrr sgoilearan a’ gabhail ann
am iomadach seòrsa co-fharpais agus rìochdaich iad air fad an sgoil againn gu math! Chòrd an toran gnìomh ri clas 123 agus ris an Sgoil-àraich agus bhuainnich clas 3 agus 4 a’ cho-fharpais
bàrdachd còmhla agus choisinn clasaichean 4 – 7 ceud puing à ceud is iad air a’ chuach dràma a
ghlèidheadh a-rithist. Chunnacas àireamh mhòr de sgoilearan bhon aonad Gàidhlig a’ gabhail
pàirt agus tòrr sgoilearan ann am foghlam tro mheadhan na Beurla.
What a successful local Mòd. A large number of children took part in a wide variety of competitions
and they all represented our school extremely well. P123 and our nursery had a great time
performing their action song. Primaries 3 and 4 won the Verse Speaking competition and
Primaries 4 – 7 received perfect marks for their drama performance. It was great to see increased
participation from both Gaelic Medium and English Medium pupils.

P123G – Turas gu Caisteal Dhùn Ollaigh / Trip to Dunollie Castle
Chaidh sinn air chuairt a choille Dhùn Ollaigh agus abair gun robh e spòrsail. Rinn sinn elain amuigh agus lorg sinn lusan agus beòthaichean na coille. Chòrd e rinn uile!
We enjoyed our school trip to Dunollie castle woods and enjoyed making art outside. We
undertook a scavenger hunt to to find woodland critters. We all had a brilliant time.
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Primary 4-7G
Bha latha air leth aig P4-7G aig Caisteal Dùnollaigh! Fhuair sinn cuairt timcheall an casiteal fhèin
agus an taigh-tasgaidh. Bha sinn fortunach gun robh an grain a’ dearsadh agus gun d’fhuair sinn
reòiteag!
We had a brilliant day out at Dunollie Castle! We got a tour around the castle and its ground and
museum. We were very lucky that the sun was shining and we even got an ice cream!

Tha P4-7G air fhoillseachadh leabhar!! Tha sinn air a bhith ag obair gu cruaidh còmhla ri BunSgoil an t-Sàilean bhon Fhoilleach. Tha sinn air a’ siubhal gu Muile trì tursan airson a’ bhith ag
obair air. Tha an leabhar làn mith-sgeul bho mun cuairt sgìre an Òbain agus Muile. Bha sinn a’
rannsachadh na sgeulachdan, gan sgrìobhadh agus a’ dealbhachadh na sgeulachdan sinn fhèin.
Tha an leabhar dìrech sgoinneil agus tha sinn uabhasach toilichte agus mòiteil as an obair aginn.
Bha Book Launch miorbhailleach againn far an robh na pàrantan again a’ tiginn a-staigh. Bha iad
glè pròiseil as an obair againn. Thig gan fhaicinn ma tha sinn ag iarraidh faicinn neo a’ leughadh.
Primary 4-7G have published a book!! We have been working with pupils from Salen Primary
School since January. We have travelled to Mull three times to work on our project. The book we
have published is full of folktales from the Oban and Mull area. We researched, wrote and
illustrated the books ourselves and now the book has actually been published. The book is just
fantastic and we are really happy and proud of our work. We had a great book launch where our
parents came in. They were very impressed and proud of our hard work. Pop in to see us if you
would like to have a look at our brilliant book – we would love to show
you! We’ve also put a copy in the school library for everyone to
access.
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News from the ELC and Sgoil Araich
Stramash Outdoor Classroom Day
The children attended the “Outdoor Classroom Day” at
Stramash Nursery and this gave everyone the
opportunity to meet up with all of their friends from the
other nurseries in town. The theme of the day was
“Fairyland” and it was enjoyed by all. When the children
go into P1 they will continue with the Fairyland Theme
and do lots of work around Rhyme and in September
there will be an Oban area Fairyland Celebration to
which everyone will be invited.

Sponsored Walk
Our children and families joined together for a Sponsored Walk and Treasure Hunt from the
Corran Halls to Dunollie House. The purpose of this was to raise funds for nursery equipment and
to look at exploring and providing an outdoor classroom to be sited in our garden area and which
all children in the school could use. The children and staff dressed as fairies, characters from fairy
tales and super heroes! We even featured in the Oban Times on the front page and a further
article inside was included. We are overwhelmed by the kindness received from our nursery
community and some local businesses who gave additional funding.
A special thanks also goes to:
J C Buchanan Roofing, D K Lafferty, P D Knight and
Roddy’s Garage for their very generous gifts. The final sum raised is £1,300.

June 2019

Other News
Summer Discos
Our PTA held the end of term discos last week and both were very well attended. There was
some super dancing on display and the children all looked fantastic all dressed up in their party
clothes. Thank you to our PTA members and staff who helped on the night.

Sports day
Unfortunately the weather was not on our side this year and our sports had to be cancelled.
Although this was disappointing for everyone all the classes did ensure that the class races were
run during the last week and the P6 and 7championships races were also held at Mossfield. The
clan sports activities went ahead this week on the pitch and playground with the whole school
coming together in the sunshine on Tuesday afternoon.
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Senior Leadership Interviews
Our current P6 pupils have been very busy preparing themselves for the selection process for
senior leadership positions. They completed an application form, gave a speech to younger pupils
and participated in a group interview

Green Shoots
This term eight pupils involved in the Green Shoots project re-visited to make flower presses and
harvest their crops! The various seeds sewn earlier in the year had grown, offering an abundance
of lettuce, chives, peas, strawberries and beetroot. Pupils were brave and tasted all sorts of freshly
grown salad items that some had never tried before. In the final week pupils made their own
pizzas and enjoyed them alongside their home-grown salads. A huge thank you to the team at
Green Shoots for this wonderful opportunity.

Extra Curricular activities
Shinty
The boys and girls in our shinty team have been busy over the last few months:
The outdoor Rurals started in May and the final tournament was held at Mossfield last Friday
evening. All our teams played very well and showed great sportsmanship. The P5/4 team won
their section.
The shinty teams also took part in the MacAulay 6s on Sunday 16 th and all the teams played well.
The P5/4 and P3 teams were runners up on the day. A big thank you to all our coaches and
helpers who give up their time to help all our young shinty players over the year.
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The P7&6 shinty team together with P5/4/3 team went to Clydebank
to take part in the Shinty World Cup and I am pleased to say that the
P7&P6 team won the World Cup and that Calum Campbell received
player of the tournament.

Chess
The Delancy tournament came to an exciting end with a playoff between David Simpson and
Ruairi Owens with Ruairi Owens being crowned the overall champion. Gabriel Kardasz, Matthew
Forbes and Andrew MacPherson also attend the mega final in Airdrie. All the boys played well
with Gabriel going through to the Gega final.

And finally…
Lost property
All the lost property that has been unclaimed will be taken away on the last day to be washed and
will then be donated to Mary’s Meals. It is worth checking Mary’s Meals over the holidays if you
are looking for any other pieces of school uniform as many of the school logo jumpers and
cardigans donated have hardly been worn and are sold on for a very reasonable price.

We would all like to wish you a very
happy holiday and look forward to
welcoming all pupils back for the new
th
session on Thursday 15 August at 9am!
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