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Dear Parents/Carers
Welcome to another edition of our school newsletter. I must say, with the creation of our new P7
editorial group, I feel under pressure to match the fantastic work of our Rockfield Newspaper team!
This term we have witnessed the further development of pupil leadership from our youngest pupils in
nursery who have been instrumental in deciding the improvements to our outdoor area right up to our
P7 pupils who have begun to implement the very important work around restorative practice.
This term has been a very busy time with lots of learning going on, some of which you can read about
within these pages.
Our Pupil Equity Fund continues to be well used in closing the attainment gap across both English
and Gaelic. This is the time of year when we begin to gather the evidence of impact of this fund and I
look forward to sharing this with you in the near future. I am also delighted to inform you that a further
allocation of £70,800 and £10,800 has been made for English and Gaelic respectively for session
2018-19. We will be seeking your views in the near future about how best to use these funds,
although it is likely we will continue to build on the existing work undertaken.
Thank you to those who were able to complete an online homework questionnaire. Both staff and
children have been consulted and we are busy collating the results. The consultation results will be
taken into consideration as we review our approaches to homework.
Staffing remains a challenge, as it does across many establishments. I am grateful to our staff who
have all stepped in in some way or another to ensure that all classes remain covered for term 4. I am
confident that we will have a full staff in place for August. I am also grateful to parents who support us
through this challenging time through their patience and understanding when staffing changes impact
upon their own children’s classes.
For now, I wish you all very Happy Easter!
Kind wishes
Caroline Fothergill
Head Teacher
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News around the School
Internet Safety
This year Primary 7 pupils took an active part in Safer Internet Day which took place on Tuesday 6th
February. As well as class lessons around the safe and responsible use of the internet they also had two
visitors. PC Claire Brown, who discussed strategies to keep any social network applications as safe as
possible, the legality of using the internet as well as promoting online anti-bullying. Maureen Evans, our
Community Learning and Development Youth Worker helped us complete a jigsaw piece to promote Safer
Internet Use. The children then gathered all the pieces and created a jigsaw board. This national initiative can
be followed on Twitter at #ItStartsWithUs

Scotland’s Urban Past
This term Primary 6 and 7 have enjoyed a trip down memory lane studying our local heritage and Scotland's
past. This project started with our local Heritage Office, Jamie Yates from the Rockfield Centre helping the
children explore their family tree and looking at maps to identify the vast areas that our family originated
from. Following this we undertook some photography and filming training from Scotland's Urban past and
developed our interview techniques. After creating story boards we enjoyed interviewing and filming older
people in the community about their past. It was a very informative and exciting topic!

Money for Sudan
Children from Rockfield Primary School have been young entrepreneurs, designing and creating gifts to raise
money for charity. The Primary 6 and 7 classes have been learning about refugees and the social, political
and economic issues in South Sudan. They have a keen interest in helping to provide safe, clean water to
those in need. As part of their annual enterprise, they decided to make crafts and hand knitted gifts to sell and
have raised £173.20, which will be donated to Oxfam’s project, “South Sudan, Water Works.” The school are
delighted to be able to help this project, which aims to support 24,000 people to access safe drinking water.

Primary 7 Transition
Mr Peter Bain and Miss Clare Brady came to the Campus to talk to all of the Primary 7 pupils about the
transition process to Oban High School. This was followed up by a Gateway Meeting for pupils and parents
where Oban High School staff and pupils shared information about subjects, routines, facilities etc.
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Cricket
All pupils in Primary 7 were involved in cricket training sessions at Atlantis Leisure. This was provided by the
local cricket club and was followed up by participation in an inter-school cricket competition.

World Book Day
World Book Day was celebrated across the school with lots of book related activities going on in all classes.
Pupils and staff brought their favourite night time stories and came dressed in their pyjamas, with
accompanying teddy bears being optional!

Visit to Lynnside Day Centre
A group of Primary 4 pupils went to visit clients at this centre and were accompanied by Maureen Evans and
Fiona McLarty. The pupils joined in with songs and dancing and are already planning the agenda for the visit
next week!

Primary 3 and Primary 3/2
Primary 3 and Primary 3/2 have been learning about magnets in science this term. They participated in lots of
practical activities to find out how magnets work and then investigated what things were magnetic in their
classrooms. The children then used their knowledge of magnetic materials to create fun and eye-catching
magnetic games. The children shared their games between the classes and had a fantastic afternoon playing
each other’s games.
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Primary 2
P2 have been learning about changing state. They have developed a great understanding of solids, liquids
and gases, being able to give a range of examples. A reversible change that they learned about was the
change of chocolate. The children used heat to melt the chocolate into a liquid to make crispy cakes and then
allowed it to cool and become solid again.

Primary 1 and Primary 2/1
This term the children have been learning all about boats and bridges as part of their IDL topic. The pupils
have been exploring different types of boats and bridges as well as designing their own. They have used
problem solving, investigating and creative skills to design, build and test boats and bridges for Ruff Tuff Gruff
– the biggest goat from the Three Billy Goats Gruff! Lots of super learning experiences have provided the
children with opportunities to work in pairs and groups. The topic has focussed on learning across Science,
Technology, Numeracy and Mathematics. In Literacy we have looked at fairy tales and the children are
currently producing their own books and are looking forward to sharing these with their families.

Primary 6/5
Mrs Black’s P6/5 class have been learning about the Respiratory and Circulatory Systems in Science. They
have carried out various experiments to find out how the lungs work and made their own working models using
plastic bottles, straws, balloons and freezer bags........and they work!! They also made blood using yellow food
dye added to water to represent the plasma, added cheerios to zipped food bags with red dye to make red
blood cells and added these to the plasma which immediately turned the plasma red. The children then added
mini white marshmallows for white blood cells. They look hugely effective and the children learned so much
from these hands on experiments.
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Primary 6
As part of our ‘STEM: Water Engineering’ topic, P6 have been putting in a lot of hard work designing and
making model of boats and bridges. We have been using lots of skills such as investigating and problem
solving, peer and self-assessment and of course, teamwork! We were given a design brief which stated that in
a team of 4, we must create one boat and one bridge: the bridge must be stable in the water and the boat
must successfully float underneath. Firstly, made a Lego prototype and then with our own materials,
constructed the real thing. Check them out!

Primary 4
P4 became engineers this term - designing, building and maintaining bridges. In pairs, they designed
a bridge to a specific brief. They collaborated with another pair and evaluated each other’s design,
picking the one they would take forward to build. In the allocated time frame, they built models of their
design, ready for testing. All bridges were fantastic! Mark, Aleksandra, Dylan, Scott and Daniel won
the competition with a combination of strength and style! Thank you to Mrs Fothergill and Miss
Fawdry for judging the final!
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Music with Mrs Garvin
It's been a really busy term in Music, with lots and lots of singing,
games and musical activities across the whole school!
As well as games and songs to develop their sense of beat,
rhythm and pitch, children in Pre-5, Sgoil Araich, P1, P2 and
P2/1G have started preparing action songs for the annual
Highlands and Islands Music and Dance Festival which takes
place on the morning of Friday 4 May at the Corran Halls. Later in
the day, there will also be participation from the school choir and folk group, as well as an
instrumental ensemble. More details of the event will follow after the Easter break.
P4 and P5 have started learning penny whistle and we've been learning how to create a pleasant
sound and play together as a group - our list of tunes is growing each week! Every pupil has their
own instrument to take home and practise, and the children have been instructed to keep whistles
safely in school bags after they've been played at home, to avoid losing them or leaving at home on
Wednesdays when they have music in school. The children are very excited to be learning, and
appreciate having an audience, so please take a moment to listen to their progress and encourage
them to play at home - thank you!
Pupils in the senior classes have been doing a block of samba
drumming this term, and we've been fortunate to have a visiting
instructor Mr Martin Douglas to lead some of our
learning. We've learned that samba drumming comes from
Brazil and the instruments have Portuguese names - we've also
learned that the samba instruments are really noisy but we're
working hard to create a steady sound. Keeping the beat as a
group is at the heart of everything we play - it's easier said than
done! We're putting different 'grooves' together to create an
arrangement and some classes will perform for other pupils in the school in the last week of term.

Gaelic News
Primary 2/1G
Primary 2/1G have been busy learning about the Oban and Lorn area. Children from our class come
from as far afield as Benderloch and Loch Melfort. Having shared so much about the towns in which
they live, the children then created models to showcase their dream town. This included such varied
ideas as a "football stadium that people can sleep in" and a "swimming pool for dogs". Thanks to all
who supplied model making materials. Great fun was had by all.
Chòrd seo ris a’ chlas air fad. Nach iad a rinn math!
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Book Swap
In a bid to improve and develop reading within the wider school, the Reading Council decided to
organise a book swap which took place on 9th February. Children were asked to bring in any old
books which were exchanged for a token. Children could then use their token to purchase a new
book of their choice. This was a great way of ensuring children had new books to read and enjoy
without having to spend a lot of money. Over 500 books were swapped on the day and we look
forward to holding another swap soon!

Reading Council with a selection of the books successfully swapped.

World Book Day
The Gaelic Classes had lots of fun celebrating ‘Latha Mòr nan Leabhraichean’ in style. A day of fun
activities was planned to mark the event, firstly with children being invited to come to school in their
pyjamas with their favourite book.

Mrs Smith, our first ‘Gaelic guest of the week’ visited each class to talk to children about their
favourite books and authors as well as sharing her own.

In the afternoon, children were paired up and took part in a number of activities.
Where’s Wally Hunt – Children had fun hiding their own ‘mini Wally’ and then spending the day
hunting for as many small and large Wallies they could find. In total there were 68 Wallies hidden
throughout the school. Each child received a certificate to commemorate their efforts.
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P4-7G with their certificate.
Treasure hunt – Children enjoyed traversing the school in small teams in the search for book covers
that matched a list of riddles they had. Each successful riddle provided clues to a location.

Harry Potter
P3G have thoroughly enjoyed using ‘Harry Potter’ as a stimulus across the curriculum. Not only have they
played a game of Quidditch in PE, but they also made ‘Troll bogies’ in Science and their very own witch and
wizard hats in art. Don’t they look super?

BBC Stars!
The BBC paid us another visit this week to surprise Duncan and Finlay from P7G with their very own trophy.
The pair had taken part in the space hopper competition ‘Puingean nam Boingean’ at the start of the year, and
were delighted to win the highly competitive challenge. P6 and 7 then took part in a number of team
challenges with the presenters including getting to ‘gunge’ the presenters from the losing team.
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Learning Centre News
In the Learning Centre we have received lots of new toys and equipment for our Sensory Room.
Pupils use this room to engage their senses, and as a place to relax and play. The new toys and
equipment will help us to learn in and enjoy our school environment.

Pupils in the Learning Centre have been exploring different instruments during their music sessions,
including guitar, percussion instruments and tuned bells. In addition to their usual songs and games,
pupils have also enjoyed responding to music using sensory materials like colourful scarves and
stretchy lycra fabric.

Nursery News
Sgoil-Araich
Sgoil-Araich have been focusing on aspects of Literacy this term
through their IDL. They have read lots of Fairy Tales and have had fun
retelling them using props and puppets. They also visited Furan and
had a Bookbug session there followed by a walk along Dunollie
Woods.
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Leugh ‘s seinn le Linda
Linda MacLeod, who parents will recognise from the Cabag video,
visited Sgoil-Araich and the Gaelic classes on Fri 23rd March. She
told the children a story about Monty the dog and she taught the
children lots of new songs. It was a fun filled session for
everyone.

ELCC
Transient Art
The children created their pictures using a variety of materials. They took their own photographs of
their masterpieces and put them into their special books. There were lots of “sparkly, shiny things
that looked like Pirate Treasure” and they talked about the “keys” in the picture and considered what
the keys might be for and one of the children thought that the key might be used to “open up their
picture” – very profound and thought provoking!

Outdoor Stay and Play
The nursery held an outdoor stay and play session which all of our parents and carers were invited to
participate in. It was a huge success and there was an amazing turnout of parents who were willing to get wet
and muddy! They were involved in messy play activities, loose parts play and there were lots of opportunities
for investigative play. The most popular thing of the day to take part in was the very muddy “swamp” kitchen
as we had so much rain! The children were digging, making bridges, jumping in the mud and a few of them
even thought that it was a good idea to roll in the mud! A fun time was had by all and a huge thanks to our
parents for joining in.
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Youth Worker News
Mr Joyce, our Youth Worker, is involved in working in many
areas of our school but particularly with children in the senior
classes. Here is a round up of what has been happening this
term:

Pupil Voice
The Pupil Voice Group, previously known as the Pupil
Council, is comprised of one pupil from every class within Rockfield Primary, this pupil having the responsibility
of representing the needs and wants of their respective class. The Pupil Voice Group meets every week to
discuss the opinions of their class and also works together to run events such as class elections. Recently the
group ran a full polling station for P6 pupils and met with members of the PTA to discuss the options of
improving the playground.
‘Helping

Hands’

Restorative Practice is about moving from punitive measures to deal with conflict towards mutually respectful
relationships and building a cohesive school community. In such a school community, young people are given
a lot of responsibility for decision-making on issues that affect their lives and their experience of school. The
Rockfield Restorative Practice Group, known as ‘helping hands’, is run by eight Primary 7 pupils who have all
undergone training and fully believe in the effectiveness of their work. The group meets on a weekly basis to
resolve conflict between pupils and has recently passed their working methods and techniques on to Oban
High School and Community Police Officer PC Claire Brown.

Morning Break Activity Clubs
Every morning break time, groups of pupils from Primary 4 to Primary 6 are invited to attend the Gym Hall to
take part in various activities including football, handball, hockey, rounders, and other team building type
activities. The emphasis of the clubs is on fun, confidence building and developing the leadership skills of
those from Primary 6 and Primary 7 who attend and help run the activities.

Primary 7 Youth Clubs
Since January this year, Hope2Oban and Oban Youth Café have been running lunchtime youth clubs for
Primary 7 Pupils. The purpose of the clubs is to provide an informal area where P7 Pupils from all classes can
mix, enjoy some social time, and build positive relationships with Youth Workers who will be available in Oban
High School and beyond. Oban Youth Café and Hope2Oban provide various clubs, groups and other
extracurricular activities which will be available to the Primary 7 pupils from the summer.

Newspaper Group
The first Rockfield Newspaper went to print on the 8th of March with future issues being sent by email on a
fortnightly basis. The Primary 7 Editors have been working hard to establish a great team of contributors and
articles. The Rockfield Newspaper will be full of the important events in and around the school though just as
importantly it will be filled with daily life and many of the achievements that happen every day.

North Argyll Young Carers Service
St Columba’s have kindly provided the facilities to enable Young Carers from all the Primary Campus to attend
a fortnightly group session on a Monday afternoon. The Young Carers Service provides the staff, knowledge
and skills to provide support to those Young Carers who attend. The Young Carers Service having a presence
in the joint campus will hopefully raise awareness of Young Carers’ needs and help identify more pupils with
caring responsibilities.
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Parent’s Café
The Parent’s Café is open to all Rockfield pupil parents and carers on a Monday afternoon between 1415 and
1515 in the Rockfield Family Room.

Additional Support Needs Parent’s Group
The ASN parent’s group runs from 1415 until 1515 every Tuesday afternoon in the Rockfield Family Room.
The parents recently met with North Argyll Carers Centre staff to find out about additional support available
and is due to meet with the School Nurse in the near future to discuss other issues on being an ASN child’s
parent/carer.

Primary 6 Upskilling
All the Primary 6 Pupils recently elected two anti-bullying ambassadors who will coordinate a small group with
the intension of understanding and implementing anti-bullying practices. In addition, the majority of Primary 6
Pupils have signed up for sports leader training with P4/7 and/or reading buddy sessions with P1 Pupils. In all
of these activities the emphasis is on giving the Primary 6 Pupils the skills and attributes that will enable them
to create a brilliant school environment in their final and most influential year at Rockfield.

Extra-Curricular Activities
Shinty Club
Our teams have just finished playing in the annual Winter indoor tournament at Atlantis
Leisure. Well done to all the teams and players! Here are the final league tables from the
tournament:

League A
Team
Rockets
Rovers
Taynuilt
Dunadd
Park
Dunollie
Kilmory

Played
24
24
24
24
24
24
24

Won
3
16
21
3
15
3
13

Draw
4
3
1
3
3
3
1

Lost
17
5
2
18
6
18
10

GD
-68
42
61
-51
41
-67
42

Points
34
59
67
33
57
33
51

Played
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14

Won
2
10
5
11
14
0
5
6

Draw
1
1
3
0
0
1
0
2

Lost
11
3
6
3
0
13
9
6

GD
-70
27
-5
16
61
-19
-23
14

Points
19
35
27
36
42
15
24
28

League B
Team
Panthers
Dynamo's
Pirates
Runners
Taynuilt
Ravers
Rapids
Kilmory

March 2018

League C
Team
Diehards
Rebels
Piranha's
Taynuilt
Dunadd

Played
16
16
16
16
16

Won
14
11
3
2
2

Draw
1
2
4
3
6

Lost
1
3
9
11
8

GD
41
20
-25
-31
-5

Points
45
40
26
23
26

Netball
Miss Cameron and Miss Smith run a netball club on a Wednesday after school. This club is very well
attended. P6 and P7 have been learning the rules and skills of netball for the past couple months.
The pupils have been doing brilliantly and are excitedly working towards the inter-school netball
competition on May 17th, wish us luck!

Choir
The choir is busy learning songs in Gaelic and English
for the music festival and the local Mòd on Friday 2nd
June. With so much to prepare in the short time
available to us, it's really vital that members attend choir
rehearsals every week wherever possible. If for any
reason it's really not possible to attend the practice,
perhaps because of a medical appointment for example,
choir pupils need to let Mrs Garvin or Ms Deans know in
advance please - thank you!

Whistle Club
Whistle Club takes place from 12.45-1.15pm every Tuesday lunchtime - Mrs Garvin is taking the first
level, and Ms Foster is taking the group of pupils who have been playing longer and who are now on
more advanced tunes. Whistle Group is now open to all pupils in P4-7 and is free of charge.
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And Finally …
Lost Property
We have collected quite a lot of lost property on our trolleys again this term. If you are missing any
items then please come in and check the trolleys before the end of term as on the last day, all items
will be bagged up and taken to a charity shop.

Facebook Page
Please remember to like our Facebook page if you haven’t already. Here you will find information
about events happening in our school as well as a weekly ‘What’s on’ guide for the week ahead.

Stamp Collection for MS Centre
Miss Donald will be collecting used stamps to donate to the local MS Centre. If you would like to
bring any stamps in then you can give these to Miss Donald she will take them to the collection box.

Please remember, school closes on
Thursday 29th March at 2.30pm and reth
opens on Monday 16 April 2018 at 9am.
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