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A chàirdean chòire
Dear Parents/ Carers
The year is rushing by, but I am pleased to share with you our termly news from Bun Sgoil Achadh na
Creige.
We have had a busy term with lots of learning going on across all classes and departments. This
term we have been focusing in on positive mental wellbeing. This has included taking part in
“morning moves”, mindfulness and learning new skills as part of our “skills afternoons”. The children
have been exploring what to do when they feel worried or anxious and the P6/7 children took part in a
very successful Mental Wellbeing Conference. We were lucky enough to have the input of Claire
Brown, Youth Engagement Officer, Elaine Hendry CAMHS nurse, Lorna Scott, Highland Hustle,
Maureen Evans and Joan Beaton, Youth Worker.
In addition, we have been fortunate enough to see parents / carers coming along to take part in our
P3 ceilidh, P4/5 book launch and our usual “stay, play and learn” events in P1. We are particularly
proud of our P4-7G pupils who have, in partnership with Salen Primary School, produced their own
books of local tales in Gaelic.
Staff members across the school have also been working incredibly hard to ensure that the
experiences they offer children are high quality, enjoyable and lead to raised attainment for all. Staff
members have also been involved in supporting one another through peer observations. The quality
of feedback is very impressive, demonstrating the skilled and professional team we are fortunate to
have here at Rockfield.
Through our consultation regarding our school vision, values and aims, the same words appear,
ambition, achievement, inclusion and equity. In the near future we will be launching our new vision,
values and aims, and hope that this will be how we are reflected both in school and in the community.
For now, I wish you all a wonderful spring break and hope that your children return refreshed, with
enthusiasm for the next term ahead.
Best wishes
Le dùrachd
Mrs Caroline Fothergill
Ceannard / Headteacher
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News around the School
As always, we have been very busy over the last term and so here is a quick round up of some of the
fantastic events and learning opportunities around our school.
Primary 1
This term we had a special opportunity when we were able to become the ‘teachers’ at our Stay, Play
and Learn session. We were able to show our adults some of the literacy activities that we really
enjoy. Thank you to all of our adults who could join us and for being such fantastic ‘pupils’.

Throughout the term we have been learning about the jungle as part of our IDL topic. We have had
the chance to investigate the animals that live in the jungle, the life cycle of a butterfly, animal
habitats and this was all through our stories of the week. All of our writing activities have also been
based on the jungle and what imaginative stories we have created!

Primary 2 and 3
One Monday morning, a few weeks ago, Primary 2 and 3 arrived at their classrooms to find police
tape across the door. A thief had stolen the famous 'Jewel of Oban' and the children's task was to
use their expert talking and listening skills to assist the police with the investigation. After a lot of hard
work holding interviews, drawing maps and sketching artist's impressions, the children cracked the
code and discovered the thief's identity... it was Mrs Fothergill! The classes had solved the case and
the precious jewel was returned. If you are wondering what became of Mrs Fothergill, well, that's
another story…
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Primary 3b

P3.B have had a busy term with organising a ceilidh, finding a jewel thief, composing poems, getting
to grips with multiplication and much, much more. We particularly enjoyed learning about ‘Food
Chains’ and understanding that the energy our bodies need to function comes from the food we eat
and how eating a range of foods contribute to a healthy diet and what that means.
Of course that meant we had to make the most of Shrove Tuesday – yummy pancakes!

We also created the most delicious fruit kebabs – look out Kebabish you might have competition!
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Primary 4
This term in primary 4 we started to do outdoor learning. Every Friday we get our waterproofs on and
get outside! We have been learning about problem solving and playing games involving our times
tables. During our outdoor learning sessions we have been working in teams and co-operating to
solve some tricky problems. Some of the skills we have been developing through our outdoor
learning include, teamwork, offering encouragement, resilience, creativity and risk management.

We have also been very busy writing a book about Scottish artists. The book includes lots of facts
and personal opinions about Scottish artists including, Charles Rennie Macintosh, Steven Brown and
Jolomo. We will be inviting all of our parents in for our book launch at the end of term. The books are
all non-fiction and we have been learning what needs to be included in a non-fiction book.
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Primary 5/4
We have been working hard learning about non-fiction writing. Throughout this term we have been
creating our own non-fiction text in the style of an art book.

We used De Bono’s Six Thinking Hats in our listening and talking to develop discussion and ideas
around the subject of plastic pollution.

We do a lot of work individually and in pairs on mental agility. We love using our number spiders to
help us with our number bonds and multiplication facts. We found out about the value of numbers in
2019!
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Primary 5
Primary five have had a very busy term. They have been learning about growth mindset and what it
means to have a growth or fixed mindset. They have been trying to turn negative, fixed mindset
comments into positive, growth mindset ones and trying to use them when they are facing a
challenge within their learning.
They have been learning about electricity. They have looked at the safety aspects of electricity and
created some safety posters on a word processing document which allowed them to discover how to
insert pictures, change fonts and sizes which they seemed to really enjoy.
They have also been learning about simple electrical circuits and have created some within the
classroom. They worked in small groups to problem solve how to get the bulb to light up thereby
ensuring that the electricity was able to flow completely round the circuit. They have also been
learning about conductors and insulators and did some tests with items from the classroom, to
identify whether they were conductors or insulators. To investigate this, they were required to make
a circuit, and add in the item and identify whether the electricity passed through it or not, to light the
bulb.

They have also been learning about different Scottish artists and have been responding to their work
and creating their own art influenced by the artist. They have had the opportunity to use a range of
different art materials to create their own art.
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Primary 6
P6 visited Oban Fire Station as part of the Heart Start programme that they are studying. The fire
fighters talked the pupils through what to do if you were to come across someone who was not
breathing. This included CPR on the specially designed mannequins, the recovery position and using
a public access defibrillator.

As part of our science topic this term, P.6 have been learning about the density of solids. They
worked together in a team to design and build a boat, then tested the buoyancy using a water tank.
We were delighted that all the boats floated!
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Primary 7a
P7A recently participated in a cricket festival at Atlantis leisure and had a fantastic day, topped off by the fact
that one of our teams won first place and brought some wonderful new silverware back to Rockfield!

P7A have been developing their writing skills by writing biographies of the lives of their friends. Children paired
up and learned all about the key events in their peer's life.
They then created timelines and used them to help in the
creation of their texts, which are rich in VCOP and are
displayed alongside very cute photographs!
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Primary 7b
On comic relief day this year we chose ‘Rainbow Rockfield’ as our focus for the day. In P7b we were
lucky enough to make rainbow slime in class! A helpful parent donated resources to enable us to
create our own little pots of slime, it was very messy, but also very good fun and had lots of scientific
links which we loved!

We have also been on a visit to the fire station, which was a follow-up from work which we had been
doing in class. We learnt about CPR and how to use a defibrillator, which we already had some
knowledge of due to the ‘Heart start’ work we had covered!
On World Book Day P7b all brought in our favourite books and then we shared them as a class! We
discussed our books and why we like them, spoke about themes and topics in different books, and
even suggested someone who we think may benefit from a recommendation of our chosen favourite
book!
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Rockfield Sports News
Cricket
On Thursday the 14th of March P7 went to
Atlantis
for
an
inter-school
cricket
tournament. We had a taster session a few
weeks before and really enjoyed it! We then
entered 6 teams into the tournament and
were very successful! One of our teams won
the bronze and another team won the gold!
We were very impressed and proud of
ourselves for it!

Gymnastics
Our P7’s and P6’s took part in an interschool gymnastics tournament on March
20th at Oban high school. We had been
practising our routines for a few weeks
before during lunch times and after school!
A handful of us were so lucky and proud to
have been chosen as the winning team, and
some of us won medals for specific events
too, a real achievement!

Athletics
Well done to all the pupils who
took part in the Athletics Final at
Atlantis Leisure. They displayed
amazing athletic talent across a
range of different activities.
Competing against teams from
Park, Lochnell, St Columba's and
Taynuilt, the Rockfield blue team
were the eventual winners.
Congratulations everyone!
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Winter & Spring in the Learning Centre

Counting snowballs outside in the cold
weather.

Following instructions for
planting spring bulbs for our
holistic assessment.

Painting the background for our Robert
Burns “Tam O’ Shanter” display.

Making a “Haggis Hoose” and sock
puppet haggis for Burns’ Night.

Cleaning up after
morning snack time. We
are learning to keep our
classroom clean and tidy.

This term we have been
going swimming at Atlantis
Leisure. We have our
morning snack at Atlantis
and then we go to do our
shopping and our recycling.

Cutting up fruit for morning snack time. We
take turns to prepare the morning snack
and are learning to use kitchen equipment
to prepare healthy snacks.

Baking chocolate ginger biscuits for
morning snack time.

Washing the dirty dishes when
morning snack time has finished.

At
the
supermarket
buying our snack food
and baking ingredients.
We write shopping lists in
school and pay for the
food using our money.

Our physical exercise (Fizzy)
programme encourages us to
move our bodies, think about
exercise and use PE equipment.
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In the Learning Centre we collect
recyclable materials from the staffroom
and bring them to the recycling centre. In
numeracy lessons we count and weight
the recyclable items. We have collected
8kg of recycling since January 2019.

We enjoy playing in the school mud
kitchen, and we have planted seeds
and bulbs for the school garden.
We all enjoy art lessons.
We have been mixing
different colours and
adding textures to our
paint. This means we can
feel and see our art work.

Nurture
Mrs Daniels is from Shetland, so the nurture class had great fun this term learning about the Viking
festival of Up Helly Aa which takes place in January. They made Viking Galleys, dramatic paintings,
animations of the procession and even followed tradition by burning a galley boat in a real fire pit!
We’ve also been having a ‘shocking’ time learning about circuits. The pupils made a classic ‘buzzer’
game and challenged their friends to get from one end of the course to another, without completing
the circuit and setting off the buzzer!

Green Shoots
We are excited to be working in partnership with Green Shoots garden to take a group of eight pupils
from across P6 & P7 to plant and grow their own fruit and vegetables. The pupils will visit Green
Shoots for three weeks in March for preparation and planting, and again for three weeks in June for
harvesting and eating… Look out for photos of our final produce in the June newsletter!
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Gaelic News
Primary 3/2/1G
Seall air an eilean againn! - Look at our island!
Tha sinne ann an Clas 123G air a bhith ag obair gu
trang agus ag ionnsachadh tòrr mu dheidhinn
eileanan! Rinn sinn eilean mòr dhuinn fhèin a tha
làn taighean agus ghoireasan a dh’fheumas tu nad
bheatha – co dhiù a tha thu a’ fuireach ann an
eilean no air tìr mòr! Chùm sinn bhot airson ainm a
thaghadh. Thagh sinn “Eilean Lollipop” ged nach
robh “Eilean nan Cù” fada air dheireadh. Anns an
eilean againn tha sgoiltean, sràid àrd, bùithtean,
stèisean-bùis, siostam-uisge agus iomadach rud
eile. Bha sinn cuideachd ag ionnsachadh mu
dheidhinn nam beothaichean a tha a’ fuireach ann
an eileanan ann an Alba agus air feadh an t-saoghail.
Tha sinn an-dràsta trang ag ullachadh leabhraichean (air an sgrìobhadh leinn fhèin!) a tha suidhichte
ann an eileanan.
We have been busy in Primary 123G working hard and learning lots about islands. We made a huge
island for the whole class called “Lollipop Island.” We even voted on a name. The island has houses,
transport and lots of the things you need in your daily life. There is a school, a bus station, a water
system and high street full of shops amongst other things. We are now busy creating some exciting
island stories that we are excited to share.
Hùb-hàb
Bha sinn cho fortanach gun tàinig buidheann
dràma bho Fhèisean nan Gàidheal a chèilidh
oirnn agus air an sgoil-àraich. Thug iad
seachad deagh iomradh air sàbhailteachdrathaid. Dh’ionnsaich sinn tòrr agus fhuair sinn
an t-uabhas tlachd às! Tha sinn an dòchas
nach bi iad fada gun tilleadh.
We were extremely lucky to welcome a drama
group from “Fèisean nan Gàidheal to our
school to perform for Primary 123G and our
Sgoil-àraich. They taught us lots about road
safety and we really enjoyed it. Hopefully they
will be back again soon!
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A’ ceilidh air an Sgoil-àraich – Visiting the Nursery
Tha Mgr. MacAonghais agus Rocaidh am mathan
air a bhith a’ tadhal air sgoilearean na Sgoile-àraich.
Bidh Rocaidh a’ dol dhachaigh còmhla ris a h-uile
duine-cloinne a bhios a’ dol gu clas 1 as dèidh an tSàmhraidh. Tha sinn gu mòr an dòchas nach bi
Rocaidh ri mì-mhodh sam bith!
Mr. MacInnes and Rocky Bear have been visiting
our pupils in the Sgoil-àraich. Rocky will be visiting
each pupil who will be moving to Primary 1 after the
Summer at their home. Hopefully Rocky won’t be up
to any of his usual nonsense and will be on his best
behaviour!

Primary 4 and 5-7G
Air Diciadain 20mh den Màrt, bha P4G agus P5-7G fortanach gu leor airson dealbh-cluich
miorbhailleach fhaicinn! Thàinig Iain Beggs bho Fèisean nan Gàidheal a-steach dhan sgoil airson
sealltainn dealbh-cluich mu a bhith sàbhailte air lòidhne agus burraidheachd-saidhbear. Bha e glè
inntinneach agus dh’ionnsaich sinn mu dheidhinn am buaidh a tha aig na tha sinn a’dèanamh air
loidhne air daoine eile. Fhuair sinn cuideachd an cothrom ri gabhail pàirt ann an buth-obrach Dràma
goirid as-an-deidh. Abair spòrs a bh’againn!
P4G and P5-7G were lucky enough to see a Drama performance by Iain Beggs from Fèisean nan
Gàidheal, which was based on internet safety and cyber bullying. The play was very interesting and
really made us think about the impact that what we do or say online may have on others. Following
the performance, the children took part in a short Drama workshop themselves too. It was great fun!
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Mull Project
Tha P4-7G air a bhith an sàs ann an pròiseact brosnachail le Bun Sgoil An t-Sàilean. Tha iad air a
bhith ag obair air foilliseachadh leabhar lan mith-sgeulan bho An t-Òban agus Muile. Tha na clann air
a bhith traing a’ rannsachadh mith-sgeulan ionadail is ag obair le chèile gus ath-sgrìobhadh iad. Air
bharrachd air sin, tha iad air choinneachadh ri daoine ùr is air dhèanamh caraidean ùr uile tro
mheadhan a Ghàidhlig. Cùm sùil a-mach airson an leabhar ceart!
P4-7G have been taking part in an exciting partnership project with Salen Primary School this term.
They have been working towards publishing a book of folktales from Oban and Mull. The children
have busy been researching local folktales and working together to rewrite them as well as meeting
new people and making new friends all through the medium of Gaelic. Make sure to keep your eyes
peeled for the finished product!

Nursery News
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Shops and Shopping
The theme of shops has continued to grab the interest of the children and both ELC and Sgoil-Araich
have set up a number of different types of shops in their role play areas including their own opticians,
a McDonald’s which sold happy meals and Sgoil-Araich created their very own
Garden Centre. The children had a trip to the Soroba Shop and to Tescos to buy
their snack.
For these outings they created their own
shopping list and used money to pay for items at the counter
and check outs. They learned also about Scan as you shop.
To further extend their knowledge of local shops all groups will
be visiting the town centre to explore which shops are there
and what they sell.
ELC will be visiting Waterstones and
Sgoil-Araich are going to the Garden Centre at Homebase.

Outside the children
have created a
Garden Centre and they have bought flowers from there to host weddings.

Numeracy and Maths

In numeracy the focus has been on developing awareness of how money is used
in real and imaginary contexts through play. Some of the play experiences that
have helped to promote this have included using the till and being the
shopkeeper, using real money at Tesco and the Soroba Shop to pay for items.
Tough trays have been set up with activities which encourage investigation of
money, finding coins in sensory trays of flour, jelly etc and even making their own
money!
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There has been a lot of work on developing understanding of measure. The children have measured
lots of things using ribbons, laces, rulers, tape measures and matched items to the numbers. The
language of measure is being introduced in Gaelic – longer than, shorter than, taller than etc.

Care Inspectorate
Rockfield ELC and Sgoil-Araich recently had an Inspection by Care Inspectorate. The report has
now been finalised and we are delighted to inform you that the nursery has done very well indeed.
Care Inspectorate conducted an in depth inspection and focused on two specific, these being
“Environment” and “Care and Support”. In both of these areas the grades of Very Good have been
awarded to our nursery. Inspections are in depth, robust and come with the highest of expectations
and therefore we are delighted to have been given these grades.
The Inspector spoke with a number of families and children and
had lengthy conversations with all staff too. May we take this
opportunity to thank our families for their tremendous support
and a huge thank you to all of the staff for their team work and
hard work.
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Extra-Curricular Activities
Badminton
2 boys from Primary 7 David Simpson and George Pagan went to Lochgilphead and played singles
and doubles games. David even managed to place third in the singles and they gained a silver medal
in the doubles tournament! Well done to them!

Netball club
The netball club has started again for P7’s this year with Miss Cameron and Mrs Brown! We have
been working really hard and trying to remember all of the rules for our up-coming inter-school
tournament in May. We have only been playing for a few weeks so we may need a lot of luck!

Shinty Club
Our shinty teams are currently taking part in the local indoor tournament held over the
winter months in Atlantis Leisure. These take place on a monthly basis on a Sunday and
ensure the children have the opportunity to continue playing over the winter.

Chess Club
Chess club continues to run on Mondays after school. The children who attend are
practising the many skills involved in this game and our thanks go to Mr Duncan
Campbell who runs the club for us.

And Finally …
Lost Property – Clothing etc
We have collected quite a lot of lost property on our trolleys again this term. If you are missing any
items then please come in and check the trolleys before the end of term as on the last day, all items
will be bagged up, washed and taken to Mary’s Meals. We still have a number of children who do not
have their names written on items – this makes it almost impossible to reunite lost items with
children. Please, if you haven’t already done so – take 5 minutes over the holidays to label
everything! Thank you!

Lost Property – Lunch Boxes
Please note, due to Health and Hygiene, lunch boxes are now only being kept for two weeks. After
the two weeks’ time period, they will be disposed of.

Used stamps
Miss Donald collects used stamps and takes them to the local MS centre. If you have any used
stamps she would be delighted if you could pass them onto her, thank you.

Please remember, school closes on Friday
29th March at 2.30pm and re-opens on
Monday 15th April 2019 at 9am.
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