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Dear Parents/ Carers
Welcome to another edition of our newsletter. This term is always a busy one, but
arguably the most exciting in the run up to Christmas!
We have had a number of events which are unique to Rockfield, such as the traditional
Nativity performance in P1/2, the Christmas Ceilidh for P6/7 and musical performances
across the school, including some wonderful music compositions from children within
our Gaelic medium department.
We have been very fortunate to have so many visits from parents / carers over the last
term. It is fantastic to see the levels of parental engagement and involvement continue
to rise.
I hope you enjoy reading all about your children and their achievements in this
newsletter. We are very proud of your children and all they do to represent our school
in a positive way.
I wish you all a very happy Christmas and hope that 2019 brings you peace, health
and happiness.
Best wishes
Mrs Caroline Fothergill
Headteacher
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News around the School
As always, we have been very busy over the last term and so here is a quick round up of some of the
fantastic events and learning opportunities around our school.
Primary 2 and 3 - Mini Winter Festival
Primary 2 and 3 were very busy at the beginning of this term. They decided to kick start the ‘Festive
Season’ by holding their own ‘Mini Winter Festival’ in school.
They invited local nursery children to attend and take part in the fantastic activities that they had
prepared for them. There were 18 different stalls and over 80 nursery children attended the event.
The activities ranged from biscuit decorating to ‘hook-a-duck’ and were entirely thought up by the P 2
and 3 children (with the help of some lovely volunteers). The P2s and 3s were leading the learning
and it was lovely to see them being so patient and kind to the younger ones.
The event was voted a great success and there were calls for it to become an annual event!

Primary 6
Primary 6 children have been embracing their topic this term through a writing approach designed by
‘Storyline Scotland.’
The children were excited to receive a letter from the ‘MET office’ asking them to help with their
exciting new plans to create a Weather Visitor Centre. This stimulus gave the children a real purpose
and context for their learning.
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The children quickly accepted this challenge and so the fun began, firstly designing and planning,
then making and presenting their unique visitor centre designs.
Throughout the topic the class have been learning lots about the impact of weather and climate,
including investigating the use and development of renewable energy sources. They have gained
skills in team work and presenting as well as developing writing techniques for a variety of specific
purposes.

Primary 6B have been busy creating centre pieces for the Holly tea as part of their enterprise topic
this term. They were very fortunate to have the valuable assistance from our parent helper, Maeve,
who sought all the materials and worked with the class all afternoon, assisting them to create
wonderful decorations.
The class hope to raise lots of money through enterprise initiatives, which will go towards school trips
out into the community.

Primary 1
Wednesdays are extra exciting now that they are Welly Wednesdays. We have really enjoyed getting
outside to enhance our learning experiences. As our IDL theme this term was Weather it was the
perfect time to get outside. We had many opportunities to find signs of different types of weather and
improve our ICT skills by taking lots of photographs of what we found. It has been great learning
outdoors and we can’t wait for lots more Welly Wednesday excitement after the holidays.
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Primary 4 and 5
P4, P5/4 and P5 welcomed Jamie from SAMS who came to talk to us about weather and climate in
the Arctic. He has been to the Norwegian Arctic several times and lived there for a year. His talk was
very informal and interactive. We learned a lot!
P5/4 invited our parent/carers in to join us for Christmas craft activities. What a super afternoon we
had with lots of fun! We made Nutcracker pictures, reindeer cards, calendars and lovely hanging bark
decorations.

---

Primary 7
As part of a technologies (textiles) challenge, P7 have been busy responding to a letter that arrived
from Santa's elves, all the way from the North Pole! The elves requested that the pupils design and
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create a new brand new outfit for them, each with a specific set of design specifications/colour
preferences etc.
The children have been working in groups and have really impressed us with their fabulous design
drawings and textile skills (measuring, cutting fabric, threading needles etc) and their ability to
demonstrate basic stitch work to attach fabrics.
The outfits are coming together nicely and we are bound to have some super happy elves!

Christmas Clan Activity
We held another very successful Christmas clan session, where every pupil helped to produce
decorations for the Assembly Hall for the Holly Tea. Holding these clan events helps to establish and
further strengthen links across the school, for both staff and pupils. The decorations produced are
absolutely gorgeous and are now hanging in the Assembly Hall making us all feel very festive!
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P6 and 7 Ceilidh
What an amazing night was had by all! We were fortunate enough to have our very own live five
piece ceilidh band, who not only played wonderful tunes, but sang songs for us too! The dancing was
sensational! A huge big thank you to the band, to the staff for rehearsals and attending the ceilidh,
the parents for joining us in an Orcadian Strip the Willow and last, but not least, the pupils, for putting
on such a wonderful display! Congratulations to the prize winners in the two competitive dances!

Children in Need
Our Pupil voice group organised a non-uniform day to raise money for Children in Need. A grand
total of £364.42 was raised for the charity. This came from donations given from across the school
for our non uniform day, the pupils in the Gaelic classes held a bring and buy sale, and Iona in P3
made and sold beautiful bows with Pudsey bear on them and raised £70! Well done everyone!

Nurture Class News
We have been very busy in Nurture this term…
A group of eight pupils went to Green Shoots walled garden to make planters. They used power
tools, hammers and team-work to make four wonderful planters filled with Spring bulbs. After some
research into organisations that help our community and a wonderful presentation, pupils voted on
RNLI, Calmac, the Police Station and the Hospital receiving a planter each. Two wonderful police
officers came into receive their planters and had delicious cakes made by some skilled nurture pupils.
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Each week another group of pupils have been heading to the forest with Stramash to learn, lead and
grow in confidence. They worked incredibly hard to cut and prepare pieces of wood to make the most
amazing Christmas decorations. Some of these have been sent to another nurture group in England
as part of the nationwide Christmas Exchange 2018!
Some of our P6/7 pupils have been investigating the life and work of Tupac, an American rapper and
poet who showed great resilience in his short lifetime. One pupil was so inspired he wrote a short
poem of his own; Roses are read, violets are blue, Tupac didn’t give up and neither should you.
And that’s not all! Struan Galbraith worked incredibly hard to organise a brilliant stall for the Holly
Teas…challenging pupils to guess which baby photo matched with a member of the Rockfield Staff.
Thanks to all the staff who participated so willingly, it was a great success and raised £40. Well done!

Holly Tea
Our PTA held a wonderful Holly Tea at the beginning of the month. Pupils and families were treated
to lovely home baking, Santa made an appearance and there was a huge variety of stalls and games
as well. This is one of our major fundraisers during the year and we were delighted to see so many
of our families supporting us. The total raised was over £2000 which is fantastic! Thank you to
everyone who helped out on the day and also to those who donated home baking and prizes.

Nativity
Parents and families of our P1 and P2 children enjoyed a spectacular performance of Stable Story’, a
traditional nativity. The assembly hall was packed out for the performance which included singing,
narration, acting, percussion instruments and a Gaelic song which Mr MacInnes taught all the
children. The boys and girls all worked so hard to prepare for the performance and put on a
wonderful show.
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Christmas Sing- a-long
The pupils from P3, 4 and 5 delighted a huge audience with a selection of Christmas carols and
songs this week. Each class performed a song which they had learnt in music with Miss Lindsay as
well as coming together as a whole group to sing some popular Christmas songs where the audience
were encouraged to join in. Everyone left feeling very festive and lots of people were able to stay at
the end for a cup of tea.
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P5-7G Gaelic Waltz Composition
The children of P765G delighted the parents and carers with a wonderful musical afternoon. Thanks
to everyone for coming and supporting the children. What a talented bunch!

Gaelic News
P 1-3G
Seall na rinn sinne! – Look what we’ve made!
Tha clas 1/2/3 air a bhith trang fhèin a’ cruthachadh a’ rannsachadh deideagan agus mar a bhios
diofar dheideagan a’ gluasad. Dhealbhaich sinn càraichean air na taibleatan againn ann am
buidhnean agus chleachd sinn diofar ghoireasan airson na càraichean a dhèanamh san dà-rìreabh.
Chleachdadh Duplo, Lego, K-Nex agus eile. Dh’ fheuch sinn air càraichean air iomadach seòrsa
aodainn. Chuir sinn tòrr sgilean gu feum agus chord e rinn glàn.
P1/2/3G have been busy exploring the world of toys; how they work and how they move. We
designed some amazing vehicles working together on our tablets and then brought these to life with a
variety of different materials. We used Duplo, Lego and K-Nex amongst other things. We explored
how our cars moved on a variety of surfaces both inside and outside of our class. We made used of
our skills and had lots of fun.
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Tha P4G air a bhith ionnsachadh mu dheidhinn magnaiteachd. Rinn iad deuchainn airson ag
obair a-mach dè seorsa goireasan tha magnatan a tarraing. Nuair a fhuair iad a-mach gu bheil
magnatan a’ tarraing stuth meatailt chruthaich iad geama airson P1-3 a cluich. Rinn aon
buidheann geama litearrachd is rinn am buidheann eile geama matamataigs. Rinn iad
taisbeanach dhan clas airson innse dhuinn mu dheidhinn na geamanan a rinn iad agus fhuair
P1-3 cothrom cluich na geamanan aca. ‘S math a rinn sibh P4G!
As part of their topic P4G have been learning about magnetism. They experimented with different
materials to work out what materials magnets attract. After concluding that metal was attracted to
magnets they worked in groups to create a magnet based game for P1-3G to play. One group
focussed on a maths based game while the other focussed on a literacy based game. They
presented their finished games to the class and some pupils from P1-3G had the chance to try out
their games. Great work P4G!

P5-7G
Ann an P5-G, tha sinn air a bhith ag ionnsachadh mu dheidhinn ciamar a tha beathaichean agus
daoine a’ conaltradh ri cheile. Choimhead sinn air tuinn-fuaim agus an saidheans a tha air an cùl.
Dh’ionnsaich sinn ciamar a tha sinn a’ faicinn agus a’ sealltainn an diofar eadar fuaimean eadardhealaichte le tonn-fuaim. Smaoinich sinn gu robh e glè inntinnech gu bheil fuaim a’siubhal ann an
tuin! Cuideachd, dh’ionnsaich sinn mu dheidhinn Alexander Graham Bell agus an obair aige le fuaim
agus am fòn. Bha sinn toilichte ri ionnsachadh gu robh e na Albanaich, dìreah mar sinn fhìn!
In class, P5-7G have been learning about how humans and animals communicate with each other. We
explored the different ways in which they do and then we decided to look more closely at sound. We focussed
on the science behind sound. We learned about how we can see and show sound using sound waves and the
changes in the waves which show different pitch and amplitude. We found it very interesting to learn that
sound travelled in waves! We also learned about Alexander Graham Bell and his work on sound and inventing
the telephone. We were delighted to learn that he was Scottish, just like us!
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Fundraising Ceilidh
Bha na clasichean Gàidhlig uile ag obair gu cruaidh ri ionnsachadh òrain airson seinn aig Ceilidh
Còmunn nam Pàrant. Thàinig torr daoine bhon sgoil agus a choimhearsnachd ann agus chòrd an
oidhche riutha gu mòr. ‘S e oidhche miorbhaileach a bh’ann agus chaidh torr airgead air an togail.
Tha sinn glè moiteil oirinn fhèin.
All the Gaelic classes worked very hard to learn songs to perform to a big audience at our Còmunn
nam Pàrant fundraising ceilidh. This event was enjoyed by members of the school and local
community and lots of money was raised. We are very proud of ourselves and we had a great time.

Gaelic Panto
Dealbh-chluiche na Nollaige – Gaelic Christmas Pantomime
Nach sinn a bha air ar dòigh gum faca sinn an dealbh-chluiche sgoinneil “Seocan agus am BogsaCiùil” le Fèisean nan Gàidheal. Thàinig luchd-tadhail a chèilidh oirnn à Bun-sgoil Bhun Esain agus
Àrd-sgoil an Òbain. Chaidh fàilte bhlàth chridheil a chur orra leinne agus chòrd na caractan èibhinn
gòrach rinn uile.
Gaelic Medium children were delighted to welcome “Fèisean nan Gàidheal” back to Rockfield
Primary. We were so lucky to see their brilliant play “Seocan agus am Bogsa-Ciùil”. Pupils from
Bunessan primary in Mull and Oban High School also made the trip to see the performance. All the
visitors received a warm welcome and a great time was had by all.
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Learning Centre News
Christmas Preparations in the Learning Centre
The pupils in the learning centre invited their parents in for an arts and crafts morning to make
decorations for Christmas.

We made Christingles with oranges, sweets, cloves and candles. Everyone made a 3D paper
Christmas tree picture to take home. We decorated the tree with cotton wool as snow and used
sparkly paper to make presents and we also made handprint reindeer using paint. The children also
made Christmas wrapping paper making patterns with stampers.

To finish off a lovely morning the children made mulled juice using fruit juice, cinnamon, cloves and
fruit and also baked mince pies which were enjoyed by everyone after all the activities were finished.
The children all really enjoyed having their parents in and we hope to have another arts and crafts
morning soon!
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Nursery News
New Outdoor Mud Kitchen - (An Cidsin Poll)
Eve’s Dad made us a new Mud Kitchen. Everyone
has had fun using it and thank you to everyone who
donated pots and pans and jugs and tray and kitchen
utensils for us to play with.

Mini Winter Festival - (Feis an geamhradh)
The children took part along with other nurseries in the area, in a very well
organized Winter Festival. P2 and P3 from Rockfield School were very
creative and it allowed us to meet new friends who will be staring school next
year. The activities consisted of decorating melted snowman biscuits, making
beautiful paper wreaths with different materials and we even got to practise
using our gross motor skills when we took part in an obstacle course guided
by Rudolph.

Bonfire night - (Oidhche Teihe Mor)
Bonfire night sparked off an interest in our ELC about fire engines and the job of the Firefighter. The
children decided that they wanted to learn more about the job of the Firefighter and asked questions
about where they would work and what is it like in a fire station. They have learned about keeping
safe and how to dial 999 in case of an emergency.
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At PE everyone has taken up the training on offer at Fire Fighting School
and have all passed with flying colours. In the Role Play areas the children
have been very interested in creating their own fire station. They have
explored the clothing a firefighter would wear including a real helmet and
jacket. We are learning how to keep safe by dialling 999 in case of an
emergency.

In Sgoil-Araich the children have been finding out
about the job of the Police and have been keeping
the crime rate down in Oban by catching lots of
burglars!

And Finally …
Lost Property
We have collected quite a lot of lost property on our trolleys again this term. If you are missing any
items then please come in and check the trolleys before the end of term as on the last day, all items
will be bagged up, washed and taken to Mary’s Meals. We still have a number of children who do not
have their names written on items – this makes it almost impossible to reunite lost items with
children. Please, if you haven’t already done so – take 5 minutes over the holidays to label
everything! Thank you!

Used stamps
Miss Donald collects used stamps and takes them to the local MS centre. If you have any used
stamps she would be delighted if you could pass them onto her, thank you.
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Please remember, school closes on Friday
21st December at 2.30pm and re-opens on
Monday 7th January 2019 at 9am.
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