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Dear Parents/Carers
Our final newsletter will give you a flavour of what has been a very busy term, and
indeed a busy and fruitful year.
It is important that we note that our year started with great sadness in the loss of our
very special girl, Kayla MacDonald. Over the year, the way in which pupils have come
to terms with this loss has humbled us all. We are proud to remember Kayla in many
ways and will continue to do so in natural and spontaneous ways.
Our pupils have grown in ability, confidence and pride in the last year, and you, like us,
should be very proud of them.
Our staff team have also worked very hard throughout the year to meet the needs of all
pupils and have demonstrated commitment and enthusiasm throughout, even in
challenging circumstances. I am certainly very proud and grateful for their hard work
and support.
Please enjoy the following reports and pictures from each class and take time to
celebrate with us our achievements.
I look forward to welcoming you all back in August, but in the meantime I wish you all a
very happy, healthy and restful break.

Yours sincerely
Caroline Fothergill
Head Teacher
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News around the School
Primary 3 and Primary 3/2
As part of our IDL Topic, ‘Oban – Our Town’, P3/2 and P3 were lucky enough to get a visit from Mrs McDonald who works
for BID4OBAN as an Oban Ambassador, she explained her job and told us how much she loves it. She also told us about
all the work BID4OBAN does in our town. We had lots of questions for her which she answered very well!

We also enjoyed a fantastic trip to Kerrera on a beautiful sunny day in June. We set sail from the North Pier and landed at
the Marina and Waypoint Restaurant on Kerrera. The classes then walked up to the Hutcheson Monument and took in
the stunning views. The day was topped off with ice lollies and everyone agreeing they would love to go back.

Primary 4 and Primary 4/5
Primary 4 and 4/5 have been very busy working in our garden with Maeve Kelly. They have planted up a host of wellie
boots with petunias, marigolds and lobelia and planted potatoes too. They have weeded (we all know creeping buttercup
now), fed fruit bushes (we all know pelleted chicken manure now, too),have weeded fed and put weed control fabric
around the fruit trees in the tyres as well as planting a glorious new crab apple tree. We now have a bird feeding station
and have packed the bug house with last year’s chopped down fennel stems. The children have also been on a mini
beast-quest - finding and handling woodlice, millipedes, slugs, snails and worms. The garden is looking fantastic –a big
thank you to the children and Maeve for all her hard work and guidance.
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Primary 7/6
After hearing about the physical and mental benefits of skipping for just 5 minutes a day, Primary 7/6 set out to achieve
this goal. However, it was harder than it sounded!! They decided to start skipping for just one minute each day and
th
progressively build up time. By 18 June they hope to have reached the target, and to celebrate their endeavours pupils
have decided to raise money for charity. Look out for sponsor forms that could be heading your way!
A brilliant opportunity for these pupils to improve their physical fitness, promote positive well-being and make a difference
to the lives of others. Well done P7/6 

Primary 6
Primary 6 have had a very busy final term with the author visit, sports practices, the inflatable planetarium, and even a
new pupil in our class! Some of our pupils are taking part in a tag rugby tournament, and some even got through the
Rotary Young Speakers Competition!
On the 19th of June P6 enjoyed a trip to Lochdonhead Primary school in Mull. The pupils planned the trip themselves as
part of their IDL topic 'planning a trip.' When on Mull, we were led around the Nature Trail which belongs to Lochdonhead
Primary. The pupils from that school led us around and told us loads of very informative stories.
As part of this project, we are also presenting our vision board to parents and the rest of our class. These vision boards
display the trips which we have planned in groups, to many destinations around the globe! (If only we were really taking
these trips!)
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Primary 5
Pupils in Primary 5 all received the gift of a dictionary from members of the Oban Rotary Club who came in to school and
presented them to each Primary 5 class.

Primary 7
Primary 7 have enjoyed the many opportunities and responsibilities that Rockfield School has given them. They decided
to write about the different groups they have been involved with.

Playground Games Helpers
In Rockfield we started to do playground games with the P.1
and P.2 children, to help them play games with each other.
They seem to be enjoying it as we play a variety of games
each week, on Mondays and Thursdays at the bottom
playground. We play games like tig, farmers and foxes,
football, what’s the time Mr Wolf, and many more.
By Jodie B and Lauren

Playground Games Helpers

In Rockfield we have Librarians to keep our library tidy.
We have a rota to go to the library at lunchtime and have
to clear away the books that have been returned and tidy
away any mess. We help to sort and organise new books.
By Kyla

The Librarians
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Newspaper Group. Primary 7 have worked extremely hard
to get ten editions of the newspaper out before the summer
th
holiday our first edition was out on 8 March. We were lucky
that local businesses’ have sponsored us. We work really
hard finding out what each class has been working on and
we try to include everyone in different aspects of the paper.
Mr Joyce, our Youth Worker has been a wonderful leader of
the newspaper and we are all thankful for his support and
guidance to the
By Morne Bootsma and Megan Steele

Newspaper group

Healthy Me is a club for P7 girls and we meet every
Tuesday. There are different activities to do each week such
as crafts, gymnastics, basketball, roller skates, cooking and
many more. It is £1 to attend. We also went to a trampoline
park in Glasgow and had MacDonald for dinner. The club
runs from 3.30pm-5pm, and all of the girls enjoy it.
By Olivia

Healthy Me Girls

Helping Hands is a group that deals with conflict and
discipline. Every week helping hands children come
together and deal with conflcit between class mates. We
can take people to a quiet room and get both sides of the
story and then discuss a good way to resolve the problem.
Most people agree that is it better than sitting outside the
head teachers office as we learn to move forward with
strategies to deal with behaviour.
By Luke

Helping Hands Group
Pupil Voice

Pupil Voice is a group run at lunch time once a week.
Everyone can talk to their pupil voice rep as there is one in
every class. Then the group talk about any problems or
ideas that each class has raised. Recently we had the PTA
working with P.4/5 to re-design the garden. We have done
lots of things this term.
By Cameron
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Youth Club
In Rockfield we have a lunch club called “Youth Group”. It is
all about children and the leader is Mr Joyce, our Youth
Worker. We do lots of fun activities such as computer,
games, draw, talk and just relax – but you must bring a P 1 or
P2.
By Karim

Monitoring
All children in Primary 7 have been involved in monitoring
the younger children when the weather is bad outside. It
is a very responsible job and it can be lot of fun. Other
times it can be tough when the children don’t listen, but
we all like to help out.
By Morgan and Taylor

th

On Tuesday 5 June we had a visit from Mrs Pagan from Alzheimer’s Scotland. We learned lots about dementia and we
had a quiz to do, where we had to match questions with answers. We learned the five key messages and all decided to
become Dementia Friends. We all got certificates and badges and know that we can find out more on their website
www.dementiafriendsscotland.org. Thank you to Mrs Pagan for visiting us.

Primary 1, Primary 2/1 and Primary 2
This term we have been learning all about our coastal town – Oban! We have looked at maps and the features of the
coast as well as finding out about the type of sea life that lives in our waters. We are looking forward to visiting the
Sealife Centre and Ocean Explorer Centre to round off our learning. We also investigated the many jobs that people do
in Oban associated with the sea. We had visits from some of our parents who came and told us about their jobs. We
also went for a walk down to the Lifeboat station and Ferry terminal, spotting some local landmarks along the way.
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Gaelic News
Oban Local Mod
st

Over 70 pupils from the Sgoil-Àraich, Gaelic and mainstream classes participated in The Oban Local Mòd on Friday 1
June. This was a wonderful opportunity for our children in Rockfield Primary School to showcase their Gaelic language
learning through a variety of competitions as well as interacting with children from other schools from as far away as
Lochaber, Mull and Dunoon. The pupils represented themselves admirably and it was one of the most successful Mòds
Rockfield Primary has ever had. Not only did many individuals win a haul of prizes but all of our group ensemble
participants won their competitions including the school choir winning both the puirt and unison competitions, P3G in the
verse speaking, P4-7G in the drama and the Sgoil-Àraich and P2/1G in the action song. ‘S math rinn iad uile!

Edinburgh Celebration Event
Throughout the year the Gaelic classes have been participating in The First Minister’s Reading Challenge in a number of
ways to help foster a love for reading for enjoyment. Pupils and teachers were delighted to receive an invitation from The
th
Scottish Book Trust to showcase their hard work at a celebration event held in Edinburgh on the 20 June. Rufus (P5G)
and Bethan (P4G) had the opportunity to share their reading journey with The First Minister Nicola Sturgeon herself and
present her with a Gaelic ‘I love Reading’ reward band which she proudly wore during her speech and thanked them in
front of an audience of 400.
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10 pupils in total from P4-7G had the amazing opportunity to spend 2 fun filled days in Edinburgh to reward their reading
endeavours throughout the year. The group visited the new exhibition ‘Growing up with Books’ at The Museum of
Childhood, 2 Harry Potter Shops, Camera Obscura – World of Illusions and even saw a dinosaur at The National Museum
of Scotland. They also had much ‘spòrs’ at Pizza Hut and Nandos using the free ‘ice’ machine!

P1-7G School Trips
P1-7G went on two fabulous end of year trips courtesy of the PTA. Firstly they went to Tralee on a gloriously sunny day
and enjoyed taking part in sandcastle competitions, digging the deepest hole in the sand, turning their teacher into a
mermaid, and having team race competitions on the zip slide.
All of the Gaelic classes also went to the cinema last week to see ‘The Greatest Showman’. Each of the classes received
a popcorn and slush and had great fun singing along to all of their favourite songs. The highlight was singing their
assembly song ‘This is Me’ on stage at the end. What superstars!
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Learning Centre News
The pupils in the Learning Centre have worked on “Oban - our town” as their topic for this term. We made a 3D wall
display showing buildings and the landscape of Oban. We have been on a visit to McCaig’s Tower and walked along the
Witches path to Dunollie Castle.

Nursery News
Our nursery children have had a very busy term. They have enjoyed lots of outside play and adventures where they have
been encouraged to use their imagination, curiosity & creativity. They have been on visits to the airport, Stramash
Nursery as well as a trip to soft play at Atlantis Leisure. Our pre-school children have enjoyed their transition visits to the
P1 classes as well as going for a school lunch with their parents and meeting their P7 buddy.
Last week all the children celebrated at their Moving on Celebrations. The children performed in front of a large audience
of very proud parents and extended families.
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Youth Worker News
School Newspaper
Since the newspaper has been a success, Mr Joyce and the rest of the newspaper group have raised enough money to
buy every P7 from Mrs Daniel’s class, Mrs Campbell’s class and the Gaelic class a leaver’s hoodie. We have been
working hard ever since the first edition of the newspaper to try and get enough sponsors for the newspaper so that we
could raise enough money to buy everyone in P7 a hoodie.
The hoodie is a way to show everyone that they are moving on from primary school up to high school. It looks really cool
and since no-one has not got one, everyone is included and not left out. The Rockfield hoodies are a navy blue (to match
the school uniform) and has the Rockfield logo on the front and on the back has everyone’s name inside a big number 18
and above that, the word leavers.
Something else that has been very helpful to the P7s, not just by getting hoodies but by meeting people from the Oban
Youth Café and H2O so that we know them before going into high school. By knowing them now, it means that when we
go into high school we can get involved with their groups.
Megan Steele
(School Captain)

Senior Leaders
The Primary 6 pupils have been continuing their great work with the sports leadership programme. These senior pupils
have been ensuring the other primary classes have been enjoying sport in a caring and supportive environment where
the emphasis is on taking part and having fun. Primary 6 pupils are now receiving their certificates for their efforts.
Primary 6 pupils are also continuing to be involved in paired reading with the Primary 1 and Primary 2. Building strong
relationships between the different parts of the school has been the overriding goal of this activity.
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Other news
Sports
We were very lucky with our choice of day for Sports, the weather was fine! Oban High School Pipe Band came along
and helped us by leading a march around Mossfield. Pupils participated in a range of class races and clan activities.

Pupil Leaders
Primary 6 pupils were invited to apply for leadership positions for the next academic session. Following application, the
candidates took part in a group interview and also presented a speech to their peers. Staff and pupils were then given the
opportunity to ask questions and to provide feedback on the speeches, which was extremely positive. Thanks go to
everyone who applied.
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Peer Working
To facilitate visits for the new Primary 1 pupils, some of the younger pupils came to visit the Senior Pupils in the upper
corridor. We all had great fun!

String Ensemble
Senior pupils were lucky enough to be able to go and listen to a string ensemble who paid a visit to Rockfield Primary
School. The music was amazing!

Extra-Curricular Activities
Shinty Club
Our shinty teams took part in the MacAulay sixes tournament at Mossfield last weekend. The P4’s team won
the development cup with the P2/3 team runners up, only losing in the final. The P6/7 team were beaten in
the Semi-finals and Duncan MacEwan was awarded best male player of the competition. Well done
everyone!
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Netball
Netball has got off to a brilliant start with Miss Cameron and Miss Smith. We recently went to our first ever inter-school
tournament as a team, and were narrowly beaten in the semi-finals, what an achievement! The pupils have put in a lot of
hard work and effort with the pupils skills greatly improving from week to week and we hope to continue this next
session.

Chess Club
Three of our pupils who attend Chess club attended the Delancy Megafinal in Airdrie earlier this term. Andrew
MacPherson, Ruairi Owens and David Simpson had all qualified for the competition through the Rockfield Chess Club.
All boys played superbly and represented the school brilliantly showing great sportsmanship. David won a bronze medal
and has qualified for the Gigafinal in Manchester. Well done to all the boys!

And Finally …
Lost Property
We have collected quite a lot of lost property on our trolleys again this term. If you are missing any
items then please come in and check the trolleys before the end of term as on the last day, all items
will be bagged up and taken to a charity shop.

Facebook Page
Please remember to like our Facebook page if you haven’t already. Here you will find information
about events happening in our school as well as a weekly ‘What’s on’ guide for the week ahead.

Please remember, school closes on Friday 29th June at 1pm
and re-opens for pupils on Tuesday 14th August 2018 at 9am.
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Rockfield Primary held their annual end of term
discos which were very well attended! P1 – 4 and
then P5-7 pupils danced the night away to Disco
Dave’s delightful tunes! Dancetastic!
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