Rockfield Primary School
Bun-sgoil Achadh na Creige
Head Teacher: Caroline Fothergill
Depute Head Teacher: Margaret
Cain
Depute Head Teacher: Laura
Fawdry

Fax: 01631 568099
E-mail: enquiries-rockfield@argyll-bute.gov.uk
School website: www.rockfieldprimaryschool.co.uk

Tel. 01631 568090

Dear Parents/ Carers
Welcome to the first newsletter of the session. It has been a busy first term and all our children have now
settled into their classes. It has been lovely to see so many of our children looking very smart in their school
uniforms and it would be great to see this continue for the rest of the year. I hope you enjoy reading about
our learning in the following pages.
Each year through a number of different ways, we identify our focus areas for improvement and it is
important that parents/ carers know what these are. These are detailed as follows:
Priority 1-Self Evaluation- looking closely at what we do, identifying what is going well and then making
informed decisions about what needs to improve.
This involves asking ourselves the following questions
How are we doing? How do we know?, How can we get better?
How will this involve you?
We will be seeking your views in lots of different ways, for example, Questionnaires,
Parent Focus Groups, Attendance at school events and Drop in events.
What will this mean for your child?
We will ask your children’s views on all sorts of things such as friendships, bullying, how they like to learn
etc.
Priority 2-We will be promoting our vision, values and aims through everything we do
What will this mean for you and your child?


Your child should be able to tell you about our school vision and values and what this means for
them
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Priority 3-We will revisit and develop the Curriculum
What will this mean for you and your child?









We will consult with you to ask you what you think should be included in our curriculum
We will ask you how you feel our Curriculum can link closely to our community.
We will be further developing early Literacy and Numeracy approaches in nursery and P1
We will be developing our approaches to developing Mental Maths
We will be aiming for a high quality consistent approach to Literacy in every class through creating
new Reading/ Writing/ Listening and Talking guidance
We will be creating a framework for “Developing the Young Workforce” as part of our Curriculum,
linking our learning to skills for life, work and learning
We will be further developing our approaches to developing positive Mental Wellbeing through
“morning moves” and mindfulness, and our PATHS lessons
We will be developing our learning journals, potentially introducing a P7 online profile prior to the
transition to Oban High School

Priority 4-We will continue to strengthen approaches to Gaelic Medium Education
What will this mean for you and your child?




We will be reviewing our Gaelic Literacy progression pathways to ensure they are as up to date and
relevant as possible, ensuring challenge and progression throughout
We will be looking to develop different ways for children to use Gaelic in new and different ways for
example the creation of a Gaelic café, weekly ceilidhs at Lynn Court etc.
We will be promoting Gaelic across the school through the use of “phrase of the week”, increased
Gaelic signage in all classrooms and whole school participation in Gaelic week

Priority 5-We will make sure our school includes everyone
What will this mean for you and your child?





Planning will take place between the Learning Centre teacher and the mainstream teacher to
ensure your child’s time in mainstream is enjoyable, relevant and inclusive
We will make sure that children who attend the Learning Centre have the opportunity to develop key
life skills through swimming, shopping and other outdoor trips
We will look for ways in which to celebrate learning and achievements of our children with complex
needs and invite you to be part of these events
We will work with parents and children to review our approaches to tackling bullying behaviour

Priority 6-Strengthen Family Engagement and Family Learning
What will this mean for you and your child?




We will plan for times when you can join in with your child’s learning
We will ask you your views on events that we can plan for you to learn alongside your child
We will work with partners to offer different learning opportunities for parents/carers

We will try to keep you up to date with developments and progress.
This year we have also benefitted from further Pupil Equity Funding which is given to schools to assist in
closing the poverty related attainment gap. Thank you for your feedback earlier this year in contributing to
the decisions around spending.
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This year we will be spending our PEF allocation in the following ways:
Health and Wellbeing
Continuing to fund “Rainbow Risers” provision
Outdoor Learning for targeted groups with Hebridean Pursuits
Appointment of Miss Muir as our Youth Worker to develop pupil groups and offer opportunities for wider
achievement
Funded opportunities for children with complex/ profound needs to access swimming, shopping and
horseriding.
Literacy
Appointment of a Principal Teacher for Literacy (Mrs Campbell) to promote the highest quality learning and
teaching of Literacy in every class
Continuation of Early Intervention in Literacy at P1 through programme of activities/ experiences to develop
vocabulary, phonological awareness and listening skills.
Numeracy
Funding of resources to promote mental agility (through the SEAL –Stages of Early Arithmetical Learningapproach)
Family Learning
Appointment of Miss Muir as our Youth Worker to develop opportunities for Family Learning
Many of our Gaelic Medium pupils will benefit from the impact of the projects above but in addition we will
be spending our Gaelic Pupil Equity Fund allocation on the following:
Appointment of a Gaelic Classroom Assistant (Miss Campbell) who will be working in partnership with Mr
MacInnes to implement an early years literacy intervention group.
As you will realise, we are committed to ensuring that your children have the very best learning experiences
at Rockfield Primary.
Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any suggestions around how you might be able to help us
achieve our aims.
In the meantime, I wish you all a restful October break and look forward to seeing everyone again on the
21st October.
Best regards / Le dùrachd

Mrs Caroline Fothergill
Headteacher / Ceannard-sgoile
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News around the School
Primary 1
Wow, what a quick term! Primary 1 have all settled into school fantastically. As well as learning our
first words and phonic sounds we have also been visiting the ‘Land of Nursery Rhymes’ with the
help of our new friend Incy Wincy Spider. Like ‘Fairyland’ (our special nursery transition topic) the
‘Land of Nursery Rhymes’ also needs saving because people are starting to forget them.
We have been carrying pails of water for Jack and Jill, learning about sheep for Bo Peep, finding
out about the real meaning of Humpty Dumpty and lots, lots more.

Primary 1 were lucky enough to have some ‘Stay and Play’ sessions where we were able to show
our grown-ups some of the learning activities that we take part in. We can’t wait to see what is going
to happen next term.

Primary 2
P2A have been learning about farms and locally grown food. We had a visitor from Green Shoots
come in and talk to us about food grown around Oban and the times of year different foods grow.
We got to taste different foods that she brought in. Some we liked and others we didn’t. We then
peeled and chopped up the fresh vegetables that she left us to make a soup. We invited our
families in to taste the soup we made. They said it was delicious!
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Primary 3
Primary 3 have been learning all about food and it’s journey from farm to fork. We have invited in
visitors to help us with our learning, Shirley Wallace came to talk to us about her hens – how she
looks after them, what happens to the eggs she collects and how good they are for the land
where the cows and sheep graze.
Elspeth McDonald brought some of her homemade apple jelly for us to taste and told us all about
the life cycle of an apple. She read us the story of Johnny Appleseed and told us all about her own
apple trees she has growing in her garden. We planted apple seeds just like Johnny Appleseed!

Primary 4
Primary 4B have had a busy start to their term with lots of exciting learning and activities. We
recently did a ‘fruit tasting’ in line with our IDL topic this term which is Food and Farming. We tried
lots of different fruits (many of which we hadn’t even heard of!) Also, as part of our topic we are
getting the opportunity to hear from and interview a real farmer who we have been preparing
questions for! We have also learnt a lot of new information about 2D and 3D shapes and have
even used these skills in our pieces of art in class!
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Primary 5 and 6
Primary 5, 6/5 and 6 have been learning about life during the Victorian times and comparing that
to life today. We were very lucky to receive a visit from Mr McCulloch who came to show us his
photographs of Oban during the Victorian times. It was fascinating to see how different Oban was
then.

Primary 7
Primary seven had a wonderful start to the year, with a week of adventure and activities at
Ardentinny Outdoor Centre. It was a very busy week, full of exercise and achievements. The
children represented our school extremely well and set themselves challenging targets, which
required stamina, perseverance and skill. They helped and encouraged each other and felt proud
of themselves for staying away from home for a whole week! This years’ activities included: a
forest walk and shelter build, gorge walking, team challenges, rock hop, abseiling, canoeing,
orienteering, archery, night walk, search and rescue, indoor initiatives as well as the popular disco
to finish off the week.
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Parents and Carers are invited to a celebration of achievement afternoon on Tuesday 1 st October
2-3pm; to see the slideshow of photos, read our personal reports and hear all about the children’s
week at Ardentinny.

P7B began the term by looking at our vision and values, using these to create stories of examples
of the vision and values in action. From this they designed storyboards which they then turned into
stop motion animation using Lego - and other - figures. Through this they developed their creativity
and technology skills as well as important cooperation and collaboration skills as they had to plan,
design and film the projects themselves.
Following pupil sports leadership training, P7B worked with the primary 1s to put in place games
and activities to entertain them and keep them fit and active. They displayed excellent leadership
and organisational skills, which are continued as members of the class take it in turns to support
the P1s once a week in their classroom activities.
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Gaelic News C123G
Tha Prìomh 123G air a bhith trang fhèin bhon a thòisich sinn anns an Lùnastal. Tha sinn air a
bhith ag ionnsachadh tòrr mu dheidhinn a chèile nam bailtean anns a bheil sinn a’ fuireach. Tha
sinn air tòrr ealain àlainn a dhèanamh agus faclan ùra a thogail.
Primary 123 Gaelic have been extremely busy since August. We have learned lots about
ourselves, each other and the towns in which in which we live. We have showed off our artistic
skills and learned lots of new Gaelic words to help us.

Tha Clas 1 cuideachd air a bhith ag obair gu trang san sgoil-àraich air litearrachd agus
àireamachd.
Primary 1 have been doing some excellent work with Miss MacMillan on literacy and numeracy
each week in our sgoil-àraich.
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Cèilidh aig Lynn Court
Thàinig buidheann à Bun-sgoil Achadh na Creige a chèilidh air muinntir Lynn court an t-seachdain
seo chaidh. Chòrd an turas ris a h-uile duine agus chualas orain bhinn, bàrdachd bhrèagha agus
sgeulachdan siubhlach inntinneach. Bha muinntir an àite riaraichte fhèin le sgoilear Bun-sgoil
Achadh na Creige.
A group of Gaelic Medium children for primaries 4 – 7 visited Lynn Court this week to perform at
their traditional ceilidh. Everyone enjoyed the trip and the children performed a selection of songs,
poetry and storytelling. The residents of Lynn court we delighted with the performances.

Clas 7/6G
Fàilte air ais a h-uile duine! Tha sinn air a bhith gu math trang tharais an teirme. Rinn sinn tòrr àthsgrùdaidh air ar sgilean matamataig, gu sònraichte tuairmse, luach-àite, cruinneachadh, agus
pàirteachadh. Leis gun robh ar topaig air Deamocrasaidh, rinn sinn sgrìobhadh impidheadh gus an
neart sinn are sgilean còmhraidh ann an deasbadan. Leis an topaig seo, b’ e cothrom
ionnsachaidh a bh’ ann air luachan is còirean a bh’ againn ann an sòisealtas na h-Alba, mar sin b’
urrainn dhuinn coimeas a dhèanamh eadarainn is àitichean air feadh an t-saoghail a dh’fhaodas a
bhith coltach no diofraichte bho ar beatha. Fhuair P.7 fìor dheagh chothrom airson soirbheis leis
an turas Ardentinny, far a chleachd iad ghrunn sgilean ri chèile le eacarsaichean, buaidh-astair, is
spòrs. Cuideachd bha tòrr dhe na sgoilearan againn a’ gabhail pàirt ann am Mòd Muile, le deagh
thoraidhean air an tighinn air ais. ’S math rinn sibh a h-uile duine!

Welcome back everyone! We have been very busy this past term. For mathematics we have done
lots of revision, with a major focus on estimation, rounding, place-value, and partitioning. Relating
to our termly topic of Democracy, we worked on persuasive writing in order to strengthen our
conversational skills in the likes of class debates. With this topic, it gave us learning opportunities
to learn about the values and rights that we possess in Scotland as a society, being to compare to
other countries similar or different to our way of life. P7 pupils got an excellent opportunity for
achievement with their trip to Ardentinny where they used many skills together in different
activities, adventures, and fun. We also had many of our pupils competing in the Mull Mòd, with
some fantastic results coming back. Well done everyone!

Clas 4/5G
Tha sinn air a bhith glè traing ag obair ann an Clas 4/5G. Mar an topaig againn, tha sinn air a
bhith coimhead air and t-sìde agus gnàth-shìde an seo ann am Breatainn agus ann an àitichean
eile ‘s an t-saoghal. Tha sinn cuideachd ag ionnsachadh mu atharrachadh an gnàth-shìde agus
dè ‘s urrainn dhuinn dèanamh mu dheidhinn. Thàinig Fèisean nan Gàidheal chun na sgoile airson
dealbh-cluich a’ dhèanamh dhuinn air an cuspair cuideachd.
We’ve been very busy in P4/5G. As our IDL, we have been learning about weather and climate,
both here in Britain and in other places across the world. We’ve also been learning about climate
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change and what we can do to help tackle it. We were also very lucky that Fèisean nan Gàidheal
came to the school and we were able to watch a Gaelic play on the subject and take part in a
really fun workshop too!
Mòd Muile (Mull Mòd)
Ghabh tòrr de na sgoilearan bho na clasaichean Gàidhlig pàirt ann an Mòd Muile. Rinn iad fìor
mhath thairis air iomadh cò-fharpasean airson Seinn, Bàrdachd, Còmhradh agus Sgeulachd. Bha
iad na riochdairean sgoinneil airson na sgoile agus tha sinn uile glè mòiteil air gach sgoilear.
Lots of the children from the Gaelic classes took part in the Mull Mòd and we were very successful
across lots of competitions for Solo Singing, Poetry, Conversation and Story Telling. They
represented our school very well and we are very proud of all the pupils who took part.

Learning Centre – Ionad Ionnsachaidh
In the Learning Centre we have been reading the book “Handa’s Surprise” and using it for our art
and literacy. The story is set in Africa and is all about animals and tropical fruits. We had a fruittasting afternoon while reading the book and then created paintings and drawings of the animals in
the story.
In numeracy we have been looking at measurement, we measured how many worms is took to
reach the door!
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ELCC and Sgoil Araich News
As part of our topic we are learning how to keep our bodies healthy. The Children from ELCC and
Sgoil – Araich have been taking Zumba lessons (Danssa Zumba). Magdalena Zadlik has been
teaching us how to move different parts of the body while we listen to different rhythms of music.

The children visited the Green Shoots garden (Turus Guru: Green Grass Shoots). The children
had the opportunity to access a variety of activities including planting their own lettuce and digging
for potatoes. We walked around the garden to discover a variety of herbs, and some of us even
tried them. The children pressed their own apples and made organic apple juice. We fed the
chickens and learnt a little bit more about what they eat and where the eggs come from. It was an
amazing experience all around.
We would like to thank Catriona Petit and her husband Jon, who very kindly offered an amazing
experience for our children.
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Stay and Play ( Fuirich, Cluich agus ag iomsachadh)
This term we focused on a fine motor skills stay and play. We want to be very good at pinching,
rolling, squeezing & tapping to make the muscles of our hands very strong. Thank you everyone
for coming to our Stay and play!

Other News
Scottish Water Time capsule
Last year, our P5 – 7 pupils were involved in a project with Scottish Water and had class visits
from representatives. They provided a range of different activities for the pupils to try, including
games and experiments. The pupils were asked to create futuristic designs connected to the use
of water and these were included in a time capsule which was buried at the new water treatment
plant. The ceremony was attended by Mrs Fothergill and a group of pupils who represented our
school.
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Smoke Free Me
Primary 6 pupils from Rockfield and St.Columba’s Primary Schools attended Smoke Free Me,
which is a Rainbow drama production, designed especially for use in schools. The pupils learned
about the dangers of smoking and breathing in second hand smoke and also about the history of
the tobacco industry. All aspects of Health and Well Being are extremely important and it is vital
that our pupils have access to a whole range of information which will enable them to make the
correct choices in the future.

Shinty
Rockfield was well represented at the recent Iain MacMillan Memorial Tournament on Sunday 22 nd
September with 3 teams entered. All teams played well and our P4/5 team won their section. Daniel Duffy
was player of the tournament and Carrie MacKay P3 was best girl.
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