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Dear Parents/ Carers
In a year like no other, it gives me great pleasure to say welcome to our first newsletter of
the session.
You should be very proud of your children, who have settled well into the first term and have
accepted all the safety measures with ease, in our attempt to minimise the risks of Covid.
Life continues at Rockfield in a way which is as normal as possible. We have endeavoured to
support your children in the transition back into school/nursery by putting their health and
wellbeing at the very heart of everything we do.
In the last few weeks we have also been working hard to undertake a range of assessments
with children to gain a baseline of where they are in terms of literacy and numeracy. This will
now inform the planning of learning over the next term and beyond.
We are very much missing your presence in school, as usually we like to invite you in to share
in the learning with your children. Please take time to read our “Meet the teacher feature”
to find out more about your child’s teacher and to put a face to a name!
I would be very interested to hear about how we can engage with you through an online
platform and so if you have any ideas of how we can do more online to reach you, to share
learning or create parental groups, then please do get in touch.
Our hope is that in time, we will be able to have you back in school, being part of our
achievements and celebrations. In the meantime, please know that you are in our hearts and
minds as we move forward to create the best learning environment we can for your children.
Yours sincerely
Caroline Fothergill
Headteacher / Ceannard-sgoile
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Meet the Teacher
The Senior Leadership Team
Mrs. Fothergill - Head Teacher
I have been Headteacher at Rockfield Primary School for 5 fun filled
years, having previously been the Headteacher at Dalmally Primary
School.
I love being at Rockfield- no day is the same and it is wonderful to be
part of the learning that goes on across the whole school. I am the Mum
of four grown up/almost grown up children and understand the need to
serve families as well as children. Spending time with family is very
important to me. I don’t have a lot of spare time, but when I do, I like to
walk, cycle, read and cook. I also like to go on adventures on the back of
a motorbike!
Being Headteacher at Rockfield is hard work, but great fun!
Miss. Fawdry

- Depute Head Teacher

My name is Laura Fawdry and I have been fortunate enough to be a
member of the Rockfield Community for 10 years. I have taught at all
stages across the Primary School and previously worked in a small school.
When I am not working, I like going to the theatre (murder mysteries!),
eating out, walking, cooking, reading and spending time with my nieces
and nephews.
Mrs. E. Campbell – Acting Depute Head Teacher
My name is Elaine Campbell and I am Acting Depute. I have worked in
Rockfield for 16 years, coming as a newly qualified teacher, and have
loved it so much I have never left! Rockfield is such a special place, we
are more than just a school - we are a big family and play such a huge
part in our community. My passion lies in early years although I enjoy
teaching across all stages. When I'm not at school I love spending time
walking or cycling with my own children and our dog Meg.
Mrs. C. Campbell – Acting Principal Teacher
My name is Claire Campbell. I have enjoyed working at Rockfield Primary
School for 17 years. This year I am teaching a wonderful Primary 6
class! I love to read lots of different types of books, but my favourite
thing to do is to take my dog for long walks along the beach.
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The Learning Centre Team

My name is Dave Ainscough, I was born in Cardiff Wales and
moved to Manchester England when I was 7.
I have been a teacher for 21 years and have worked in both
secondary and primary schools.
I moved to Oban in 2016 and worked at Oban High School.
I have been at Rockfield School for 3 years, I am a Teacher
in the Learning Centre.
I love rugby and coach the Oban Lorne Mini's P1-P3.
I enjoy spending time with my family especially kayaking,
swimming and cycling.

Hello everybody, my name is Dominic Garvin and I am from
the City of Derry in Northern Ireland. I have been a
teacher since 2001 and have worked in Rockfield Learning
Centre for the past four years. I enjoy horse-riding at
the weekends and coaching swimming for Oban Otters.
In my spare time I enjoy reading science fiction books, and
I also enjoy running and training for marathons.
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Primary 1 and Primary 2/1

"My name is Mrs. Jenny
Cringean and I teach
Primary 1 on Mondays,

My name is Mrs Kerry

My name is Miss Margaret

McClure and I have worked

Brodie.

at Rockfield for 8 years. At

Tuesdays and until lunch

the moment I teach Primary

on Wednesdays.

1 and it's lots of fun!

In my spare time I enjoy

In my spare time I enjoy

looking after the plants in

doing jigsaws, reading and

my garden and running

meeting friends for coffee

(slowly)."

and the occasional slice of

I have been teaching for
nine years. This year I
teach Primary 2/1.
I enjoy baking and going
for long walks.

cake.
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Primary 2-4
My name is Mrs. Shona Volrath and I am new to both Rockfield
Primary School and Oban as I moved here fairly recently, after
thirty years in Uganda where I brought up my six children. I have
had a very warm welcome to the school and the children in P2 are
fun, fabulous and full of energy! I look forward to our learning
journey together.

My name is Miss Pauline Seath. I have worked at Rockfield for
nearly two years after moving to Oban from Edinburgh.
I really enjoy walks around the local area and going to see live
music.

My name is Mrs MacLeod and I have been a teacher in
Rockfield school for a long time!
This year I am teaching P3. I like to spend my free time with
my grandchildren.

Hello, my name is Miss Fiona Cameron. This is my fourth year
teaching at Rockfield.
Outside of school I enjoy using the gym and playing sports such
as netball, golf (beginner!) and running. I also enjoy reading,
cooking and travelling to new places.
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Primary 5

My name is Clare Bryden.

Hello I'm Mrs Simpson, I

This is my 2nd year at

love Rockfield Primary

Rockfield. Prior to this I

school and working with

was an English teacher at

Mrs Acey. I have been

Oban high and worked as

working here since 2009,

the authority lead for

can you work out how long

literacy.

that is? My favourite thing
to do in my spare time is to

I enjoy reading, wild
swimming and enjoying the
outdoors with my family.

go a lovely big walk with Mr
Simpson, my son David and

Hi! I'm Mrs Acey. I'm
teaching with Mrs Simpson
in P5 this year. I've been
at Rockfield for around 9
years.
I have a 3 year old
daughter who I spend my
time with when I'm not at
school.
I love the sunshine, eating
Pizza and doing exercise!!

our wee doggy Oscar.
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Primary 6-7
Hello! My name is Mrs. Lyndsey Buchanan. I
teach P6 at Rockfield Primary School on
Thursdays and Fridays.
I love all things teaching and learning and in
my spare time I like reading, cycling and
going on long walks.

My name is Mrs MacKay. This is my third
year working in Rockfield as a teacher but
before that I worked in the nursery.
I enjoy walking and listening to music.

My name is Aileen Cassells. I have been
teaching since 2011. This year I have a Primary
7/6 class.
I enjoy spending time with my young family,
keeping fit and shopping.

Hello, my name is Mrs Adele Gillies. I have been
teaching at Rockfield for 10 years. I love
spending time with my 3 little boys, going on
holiday to explore different places, afternoon
tea and shopping!
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The Gaelic Team
My name is Jonathan MacDonald.
I am from the Isle of Skye and have only been in Oban
for just over 2 months!
I love trying new recipes and especially love cooking
Italian and Asian dishes.
I play the guitar and previously played the pipes.

My name is Beth Macarthur. My favourite hobbies
are reading and walking my dog.
This is my first year teaching at Rockfield Primary
school.
I grew up in Oban and I attended the Gaelic Unit
when it first moved to Rockfield.

Is mise Mgr. Mitchell, tha mi air a bhith nam thidsear
aig Bun-sgoil Achadh na Creige fad aon bhliadhna. Is
toil leamsa leughadh, sgeulachd a sgrìobhadh agus
ionnsachadh eachdraidh.
My name is Mgr. Mitchell, I have been a teacher at
Rockfield Primary School for one year. I enjoy reading,
writing stories and learning about history.

My name is Mrs Brown.
I love going out for nice long runs and going to Tiree on
holiday to walk my dog on the amazing beaches.
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Senior Pupil Leadership Team
Congratulations to our newly appointed Senior Pupil Leaders.
To gain a position on the team, the Primary 7 pupils had to complete an application form and
then take part in an interview with Mrs. Fothergill, Miss. Fawdry and Mr. Galbraith.
The pupils discussed how they could represent the school in a positive way and identified the
skills and qualities they would bring to the position of Senior Leader.
We were delighted with the creative ideas the children had on ways that we can improve our
school and we look forward to sharing these with you!

The Captains

The Vice Captains

The Rockfield Ambassadors
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Class News
Primary 1 and Primary 2/1
Wow, what a quick term! We are so proud of our Primary One children. They have settled into
school fantastically with the help of Primary Two, who have been excellent role models. It has
been lovely to see the boys and girls rekindle some old friendships and form lots of new ones.
This term we have been helping the children adjust into school life and learn the rules and
routines of our busy, happy school. We have been finding our way round our classrooms and we
have had lots of opportunities for learning through play, in and outdoors. We have talked about
our School Vision, ‘Believe, Achieve, Belong’ and what this means to us. We have set ourselves
some brilliant targets to aim for and we can’t wait to get back to school after the October
holidays to achieve them.
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Primary 2
Since August we have been settling into the new routines of the school year and have been
focussing on refreshing our knowledge of all the foundations to reading, writing and number
work to ensure these are strong enough to build and grow in confidence, ability and flexibility.
We have secured our knowledge of letter sounds, rhyme and rhythm in language and fostered
a growing interest in looking at books for pleasure. In maths we practise our number work and
mental arithmetic daily, while our work in health and well-being has introduced us to lots of
new stories, involved us in discussions and made us think about ourselves and how we interact
with others harmoniously.
We have been talking about seasons as a part of our social studies topic on climate.
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Clas 2/1 G
P2/1 Gaelic have been very busy since starting back at school in August. We have enjoyed our
outdoor learning time, where we built nests and habitats for the local wildlife using natural
materials.
In class we have been practising our numeracy and literacy skills and we have been
consolidating our learning in our play. We have also learned lots of new Gaelic vocabulary.
This year we have a whole school focus on health and wellbeing and we have been talking
about the importance of friendships and how to treat one another with respect.
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Clas 2/1 G
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Primary 3/2
Hello! We are so happy to be back to school. We have been busy settling back into our
routines and getting used to using our brains all the time!
We have especially enjoyed our outdoor learning times. We have used our literacy skills to
identify different things in the garden which begin with different letters of the alphabet.
We also sketched the different shaped leaves to create some leaf art - we focussed on line
and pattern to make them very interesting to look at.

We have also been focussing on our Health and Wellbeing. We read ‘The Day the Crayons
Quit’ and learned about how the crayons felt after being neglected by their owner. We used
a range of materials to create our own crayons and surrounded them with lots of emotions
words to show that it’s okay to feel different feelings.

Our P3/2 class sign outside our classroom door shows that we are all different, special and
unique. We all have happy faces because we want people to feel welcome when they come to
our class.

October 2020

Primary 3

We enjoy using our playdough and made lots of different rainforest animals to fit in with our
topic this term about the Amazon Rainforest.

We looked at some of our different emotions and feelings through the wonderful story about
The Colour Monster.
We learned how to show empathy towards one another.
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Primary 4
This term, our class has been focusing on literacy, numeracy and health and wellbeing. We
have also been looking at our interdisciplinary learning topic of ‘The rainforest’ where we
have been learning about the animals, weather, plants and also global issues such as
deforestation and global warming.

We have been working on writing a letter to a forestry company where we explain why they
should limit deforestation due to the effects it has on the planet. We are also lucky enough
to have someone in our class whose parents have been to the Amazon! The pupil shared lots
of artefacts and photographs from their trip to the rainforest, we found this very
interesting!
We have also been doing lots of art which has focused on our wellbeing. For example our
Heart Art was made up of the 5 or more things that take up the most space in our heart.
Also, we looked at wellbeing trees, where we noted our ‘roots’ which make us feel safe and
grounded, and the ‘wind’ which are the factors which may challenge us in life.
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Primary 5a
This term P5A have been exploring feelings in a variety of ways, through art, construction,
drama and discussion.
We have also been looking at the role key workers have played in our society today, in the
past and what they might be in the future. Alongside this we have been enjoying our poem
and comprehension of the week, practising our spelling and handwriting and revising the
basics of maths as well as reading widely.
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Primary 5b
We have been learning about place value and partitioning of numbers.
We have been developing our understanding of the values of kindness, cooperation,
friendliness, inclusion and respect for self and others.
We have been developing our knowledge of how to manage challenges, setbacks and difficult
times.
Zara has been helping us develop basic communication skills in British Sign Language.

October 2020

5/4/3 G
Airson ar ciad teirme ann an P.5/4/3G, tha sinn air a bhith ag obair gu cruaidh air sgilean bhon-uiridh
a rannsachadh, a bharrachd air ar sgilean ann an litearrachd, àireamhachd agus slàinte is sunnd a
leasachadh. Air feadh an ama seo, tha sinn air gnìomhan spòrsail a dhèanamh tro dh’ealain agus
deilbheachadh cuideachd, ag ionnsachadh mu stoidhlichean ainmeil à luchd-ealain thairis eachdraidh.
Tha sinn air ionnsachadh mu Atharrachadh Gnàth-shìde, a’ beachdachadh air dòighean an saoghal a
chuideachadh. Tha sinn a’ coimhead air adhart ris a’ chuspair a rannsachadh tuilleadh às dèidh nan
làithean-saora. Cuideachd, sgrìobh sinn litir dhuinn fhìn ri teachd, cinnteach gum bi sinn nar luchdionnsachaidh soirbheachail le bhith a’ leantainn luachan na sgoile; Creid agus Soirbhich Còmhla! Ged a
tha rudan air a bhith diofraichte air ar son am-bliadhna, tha sinn air a bhith air leth dìcheallach,
urramach agus ciallach.

For our first term in P.5/4/3G, we have been working on revising our skills from last year as
well as developing our skills in literacy, numeracy and health and wellbeing. Throughout this
time, we have also been enjoying lots of activities through art and design, learning about
famous styles of our choice, from artists throughout history. We have been learning about
Climate Change as well, trying to investigate different ways that we can help our world. We
are looking forward to learning more about this subject after the holidays. We also wrote a
letter to our future self, knowing that we will become successful leaners by following the
school’s values; Achieve, Believe and Belong! Although it has been a little different for us
this year, we have very hardworking, respectful and responsible.
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Primary 6
This term Primary 6 have been learning about The Convention on the Rights of the Child
(UNCRC). We know that this treaty says that childhood is a special, protected time, in which
children must be allowed to grow, learn, play, develop and flourish with dignity. Everyone
chose some key words from the 52 articles and displayed them in a flourishing tree, to
display in the classroom and to remind everyone of our rights and responsibilities.

During our Art lessons, we have been developing skills in shading. We have been learning how
to make lots of different Values, which are the shades of grey between white and black and
have also been learning some shading techniques such as hatching and crosshatching. Look at
our fantastic pencil drawings of our shoes!
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Primary 6 have also been learning all about forces this term! They made lightweight
parachutes which were a great way to investigate the effect of surface area on air
resistance. The children cut out a square of tissue paper to make the parachute and put a
piece of sticky tape on each corner, then punched a hole through the tape at each corner.
The children then cut four pieces of string 20cm long and tied a piece of string to each
corner, then tied the loose ends of string together. Each child made a different sized
parachute, but they made sure that they were all the same shape. They used paper clips as a
'body' to hang from the string. The children had lots of fun making these and compared the
flight times of each parachute! Well done P6.
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Primary 7/6

Inspired by the works of Roy Lichtenstein and Andy Warhal during the Pop Art era, P7/6
have been creating brightly coloured self portraits using wax crayon and watercolour. Our
classroom is really beginning to look interesting.
In numeracy, we have been developing our understanding of larger numbers and have created
'info/help' sheets to explain the process of rounding to the nearest 10, 100, 100, 10,000 and
so on. We did a wonderful job!
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Primary 7
In Literacy we have been writing about ourselves in the form of autobiographies and diary
entries, giving recounts of events that have happened.
In Maths we have been collecting, analysing and displaying data in different ways.

We have been exploring our creativity by creating our own version of a Pablo Picasso selfportrait.
We have been discussing our worries about coming back to school in the current times and
devising solutions to these. As well as this we have been talking about our school rules and
values and identifying ways in which we can demonstrate these in and around the school.
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Primary 7/6 G
Tha clas 7/6G air a bhith gu math traing ‘on a tha sinn air a’ bhith air ais! Ann an IDL, tha sinn air a
bhith ‘g ionnsachadh mu connaidhean fosail agus lùth ath-nuadhachail agus am buaidh a’ bheireas seo
air an t-saoghal. Tha sinn air a bhith a’ cleachdadh deasbadan agus eacarsaichean le òraidean airson ar
sgilean labhairt a’ neartachadh, ‘s cuideachd ag obair air mar a’ bhruidhinneas sinn ri buidheann. Ann
am Matamataig, tha sinn air a bhith a’ coimhead air ais air diofar cuispearan ‘s a bhith a’ coimhead gu
mionaideach air crutheachadh, luach-àite is a bhith a’tuairmseachadh. Tha sinn air a bhith a’bruidhinn
mu dheidhinn cho cudromach ‘s a tha e a bhith cothomach is onarach ‘s agus am buaidh gu diofraichte
a th’aig seo air daoine air feadh an t-saoghal. Le a h-uile cail a tha a’ dol air adhart an drasta, tha e
cudromach gu bheil sinn a’ faighinn cleachte ri bhith ‘s an sgoil agus ann an ruitheam a-rithist, ‘s tha
clas 7/6G air a bhitha faighinn air adhart gu math leis!

Primary 7/6G have been very busy since we’ve been back! In IDL, we have been learning
about fossil fuels and renewable energy and about our impact on the planet. We have been
using debates and short speech exercises to work on and strengthen our spoken Gaelic as
well as our confidence speaking to a group. In Mathematics, have been doing a lot of revision
of previous topics, with a focus on rounding, place-value and estimation. We have been
discussing the importance of honestly and fairness and how it affects people differently in
the world. With everything going on just now, it’s important to get back into the rhythm of
school and class 7/6G have adjusted really well!
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Learning Centre- Ionad Ionnsachaidh
In the Learning Centre this term we have been reading the book “Brown Bear. Brown Bear.
What do you see?” by Bill Martin Junior and Eric Carle.
The pupils have been using this book as an inspiration for Literacy and Numeracy work.
The pupils have made animal models and masks, looked at the colours of all the animals in the
story and listened to and danced to songs about the story. We have displayed our work on
noticeboards in the Learning Centre. We also enjoy baking, PE and active learning.

We have been developing our knowledge and understanding of numbers, counting forwards,
backwards and filling in missing numbers. We have also been developing our formation of
both numbers and letters so that we can write our age and names. We have been baking,
making lots of toast and pancakes (only on a Friday) and doing lots of outdoor learning.
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News Across The School

Gaelic with Mrs. Brown
P.1-3 have been learning their numbers and colours in Gaelic through playing games and
rhymes. We have also been learning commonly used phrases and practising these in a
classroom setting.
P.4-7 have been learning to talk about the weather and to ask and answer simple questions
about themselves. We had some children who felt brave enough to present the weather in
Gaelic to their class using a map on the board. Our main focus this term has been
conversation and lots of practice in speaking the language in context.

Music with Miss. Lindsay
This term, P1-3 have been performing on percussion instruments and learning about
conducting and leading a group performance. They have been learning about Call and
Response and have been revising the names of percussion instruments.
P4-7 have been busy working on rhythm compositions using the Kodaly method and have been
performing their work to an audience.
Children in P3/4/5G and P7/6 have been given the opportunity to complete creative
compositions using loops and instrument sounds on Garageband.

October 2020

Rockfield Lending Library

We are very excited to open our Rockfield Lending Library after the October holiday.
Our goal is that every child will have regular opportunities to take, borrow or swap from a
wide variety of books, that they can read for pleasure.
To help us get started, we are looking for donations of children’s books. If you have any
used (in good condition) books, then please donate them to us.
Let’s share our love of reading!

Digital Learning

We are delighted that so many children are now completing their weekly homework online via
Google Classroom. Please do get in touch if you need any support to access this.
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Health and Wellbeing
At Rockfield Primary School we follow the Getting it Right for Every Child (GIRFEC)
approach, which supports children’s wellbeing.
This session we have been using ‘Bounce Back,’ which is a new whole school approach to
wellbeing, resilience and social skills.
Children have also been developing their understanding of what wellbeing means using the
eight wellbeing indicators (SHANARRI); These are: Safe, Healthy, Achieving, Nurtured,
Active, Respected, Responsible and Included.
Here is a small sample of our Health and Wellbeing wall displays, taken from around the
school.
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Finally, we are looking forward to our ‘Halloween Fun Day’ in classes on Friday 30th October.
Our Pupil Leadership Team are in the process of gathering together all their ideas to make
this a fun day for all, which I’m sure will involve dressing up, games, competitions and lots of
laughter!

Wishing everyone an enjoyable
October break. We will see you back
at school on Monday 19th October!
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