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Dear Parent/Carer,
As you can imagine, the run up to the festive season has been a time filled with learning, fun and
excitement. An indication of how busy we have all been is reflected in the fact that this is a
particularly long newsletter! I hope you enjoy reading about the various learning experiences which
children have been involved in.
I would like to draw your attention to our website, which is being regularly updated with news,
achievements and information. If you are keen to learn Gaelic you can even access our “Gaelic
phrase of the week section”!
Over the last term we have been moving forward with developing and promoting reading for
enjoyment through taking part in the “First Minister’s Reading Challenge”, developing our library and
working with parents to undertake training in paired reading. In the new year, we hope that parents
will work with us in further developing reading skills for all pupils.
We have also been working hard to develop our curriculum through partnership with community
organisations - you can read more about this later in the newsletter.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all your support and interest. We had a very
successful Holly Tea earlier this month, which raised over £2000, all of which will directly contribute
towards your children’s learning experiences. We are very fortunate indeed to have the support of the
P.T.A. as well as the wider parent body.
As we approach Christmas, I would like to wish all parents, children and staff a very happy, healthy
Christmas and prosperous New Year.

With very best wishes

Caroline Fothergill
Head Teacher

News Around the School
Early Level
Bookbug
All our P1 children were invited to Oban library during Book Week Scotland to attend a
special Bookbug session. The children enjoyed singing a variety of songs and listened
to a wonderful story read by a storyteller. As part of the Bookbug initiative, the children
all received their P1 Bookbug bag containing three new books and activities.

Nativity
The boys and girls in our nursery and P1 have been practising
hard for their nativity performance. This year they performed
‘Away in a Manger’, a traditional nativity set in the stable in
Bethlehem which is the home of Maurice the mule. Maurice is
very proud of his stable and becomes very annoyed when one
night several visitors arrive for a visit – including a donkey who
eats all of his food! The children did very well learning lines,
actions, songs and putting percussion instruments to the music.
The audience left feeling very festive!

First Level
Toy Workshop
As part of their ‘Toys Now and Then’ IDL topic, Primary 2 and 3/2
classrooms turned into versions of Santa’s workshop last week as
the children created a toy they had designed during a recent
homework challenge. Family members were invited in to help the
pupils with their toy building and lots of messy fun was had by all.
Thank you to all those who helped the children throughout their
design challenges.

Marble Run Fun
As a closing to the I.D.L. topic of Toys Then and Now, P3
spent the afternoon building marble runs with their parents
and other special grownups. As engineering teams they were
given the challenge to build a marble run out of various
boxes, tubes, paper and tape. The creative ideas and range
of problem solving techniques were fantastic. The children
had some practice developing ways in which different
forces and slopes affected the gravitational acceleration
(speed) of a marble. These concepts had been a part of this
term’s Science. A big thank you to all the adults who came
and joined in this S.T.E.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths) activity, the children loved it!

RNLI
Primary 4 and Primary 4/3 were learning about Safety Heroes
in Term 1. This involved learning about Victorian heroine Grace
Darling and the current role of the RNLI. After a pupil visited the
Grace Darling museum in Northumberland and was given 24
jars in which to collect 5 pences in...the fundraising idea began!
Every pupil in P4 and P4/3 took home a jar and filled it with 5
pence pieces. The support from families was superb! Pupils
also made lighthouse marshmallows, keyrings and snowmen to
sell at the Holly Tea.
They had hoped to raise £42 to cover the cost of one pair of safety boots for a
member of the RNLI crew, but the current total raised stands at £191!
The children will present a cheque to the Oban Lifeboat Station on Thursday 15th
December. Many thanks to all who have contributed and made the fundraising
such a success!

Second Level
Learning Together For Life
Primary 5 pupils were very fortunate to be offered the opportunity to learn some very valuable new
skills and they invited parents to join their children in this fantastic learning opportunity.
There are over 1,700 Heartstart schemes across the
UK supported by the BHF where individuals or groups
can attend and learn how to:




deal with an unconscious person
recognise a heart attack and a cardiac arrest
perform CPR

Maureen Evans (Primary Youth Worker) very kindly
provided the training and parents had the opportunity
to work closely with their children. The workshops
were very successful and hopefully will be extended to
other classes after Christmas.

Ceilidh
Primary 6 and 7 pupils have been busy
practising Scottish country dances for
their ceilidh this week. They are very
excited to be organising and showing off
their moves to the rest of the school
during a ‘Strictly Come Ceilidh Dancing’
competition later in the week. Special
guest judges have been invited along to
score the performers on their ‘fab–U-lous’
dancing.

Gaelic Classes
Pantomime
On Tuesday 29th November, Feisean nan Gaidheal visited the
Gaelic classes with their Gaelic pantomime ‘Fèill Mhòr na
Fuine’ (Hansel and Gretel). Parents and family members were
offered the opportunity to view the performance with their
children and it was thoroughly enjoyed by all.

Tea Towel
Following on from pupil’s success at The Royal National
Mod in Stornoway, the children in the Gaelic classes and
nursery designed a tea towel showing different landmarks,
buildings, physical features, animals and wildlife of Oban.
The money raised will go towards participating in The Royal
National Mod in Fort William next year. Rufus and Felix
Hughes were recently awarded third place in the new Vlog
a’ Mhòid competition whereby they recorded a selection of
short videos in Gaelic about their Mod experience. Tea
towels can still be purchased at £6 each or 2 for £10.

Community Ceilidh
Several of our pupils from P4-7G participated in a community ceilidh held at Lynne Court on Tuesday
6th December. The pupils performed a selection of Gaelic stories, poems and songs and had the
opportunity to engage in Gaelic conversation and listen to traditional music and song while they were
there. This is part of an on-going community partnership between the Gaelic Unit and Lynne Court.
Primary 3/2G look forward to singing some Gaelic Christmas songs and carols on Tuesday 20 th
December.

Gaelic Pupil Council
Last term saw the creation of a new Gaelic Council. Miss MacInnes is leading the council, with one
representative selected from each class. This pupil-run group will be an opportunity for children to
discuss and debate Gaelic issues. Representatives will communicate with the peers in their class and
feedback any opinions/ideas to the Gaelic Council. New representatives will be chosen each term.
Here are our representatives this term.
1G – Esme McLeod
2G – Aimee Spreadbury
3G – Callum Russell
4G – Rufus Hughes
5G – Daniel Grant
6G – Finlay Cameron
7G – Lauren McLeod
The group have already launched ‘Phrase of the week’, where children record a Gaelic phrase to go
onto the school website for parents, teachers and children out-with Gaelic medium to learn a wee bit
of Gaelic with us. The phrase is also announced each week at assembly.

Learning Centre
The pupils in the Learning Centre have been busy doing lots of art
activities in the run up to Christmas. All the pupils helped to make
an Advent Calendar display. They take
off a number each day to reveal a
Christmas picture underneath. The pupils
decorated characters from the Nativity
and made a crib,
which they have
used to play and
retell the story of the first Christmas. Pupils have also
been making fantastic cards and pictures to take home.
Friday baking sessions have taken on a Christmas flavour. Pupils from
mainstream were invited along to help bake Christmas cookies, tree
decorations and mince pies. The children in the Learning Centre also
baked and decorated Christmas buns and entered them in the baking
competition at the Holly Tea.

In other areas of the school….
Nurture Group
The children in the Nurture Group have been very busy working on their canoe which they
constructed to coincide with the recent Stramash trips. They have
finished all the major building work and are now adding finishing
touches and preparing to paint their creation a bright yellow.
As the weather is turning colder and wetter the Nurture Group have
decided to organise a table football league to keep them sporty in the
winter. They have two leagues one in the morning and one in the
afternoon and there will be a grand cup final
between the champions of the two leagues.

Young Leaders
All pupils in P7 underwent Young Leader training with
the Active Sports Co-ordinator, Gillian Walker. Pupils
from this group have volunteered to take this initiative
forward by organising and providing playground games
for the target group of P1-3. This new initiative will begin
in the second week of January and all the children are
looking forward to it.

Christmas Party Fun
Over the past week or two, the children in P1-5 have
been putting on their party clothes and having a
wonderfully festive time at their
class
parties.
Traditional
Scottish dances have been
performed and lots of games
have been played. The children
loved sharing out the tasty food
and singing Christmas songs with friends. P1 and 2 even had a visit from
Santa!
Thank you to the P.T.A. for providing the juice and crisps for this year’s
parties and to all the parents/carers who donated food to their child’s class.

Remembrance Service
Rockfield Primary School and St.Columba’s Primary
School came together on the morning of 11th
November in a Remembrance Day Service. Senior
Pupil Leaders from both schools participated in the
service by giving information about The Great War
and reading the poem, ‘The Cherry Trees,’ by
Edward Thomas.
The Rev James Beaton introduced the two minute
silence at 11a.m. and then closed the service with a prayer. Pupils from Rockfield Learning Centre
made the beautiful wreath on the lectern and pupils from Miss Sim’s P5/4 class created moving haiku
poems illustrated with silhouettes and sunsets.

Fasanta Festival
A number of pupils in P4, 5, 6 and 7 took part in Castle to Catwalk, a costume design competition for
schools in and around Oban, run by Dunollie Projects Ltd, as part of their Fasanta Festival of Fashion
and Textiles.
The winning three designs were made into real,
wearable costumes by Dunollie’s volunteer Threads
and Yarn group and were paraded on stage at their
Annual Fasanta Community Catwalk in the Corran
Halls on Saturday 22nd October 2016.
P7 pupil Edie Elliott was one of the winners and
wore her costume on the catwalk. Pupils Jessica
Main and Liam Byers, P7, modelled the other two
winning costumes.

Rockfield Winners
The pupils of Rockfield have been involved in several competitions this term and have had great
success.
In the Rotary Club Christmas Card Competition,
Edie Elliot won a top prize with her design and had
the opportunity to switch on the Oban Christmas
lights. Carla Armstrong and Callum Russell also
impressed the judges and were announced as
runners up.
Many of the pupils entered the Argyll and Bute
Road Safety Calendar Competition this year and
the following pupils were awarded with Highly
Commended: Keira Carney, Kara Plunkett, Callum
MacClean, Aleisha Armour, Zoe MacDonald, Jessica Main and Chantelle Hoodless.
Well done to all who entered these competitions!

Suirbhidh Mòr na Gàidhlig
This term, mainstream P7/6 and P7 pupils took part in the Suirbhidh Mòr na Gàidhlig or
thebiggaelicsurvey.co.uk - Bòrd na Gàidhlig and BBC Alba commissioned this survey to
find out how effective people find Gaelic media and websites to be in helping them to
understand and learn Gaelic.
In class, pupils often use the grand old TV series ‘Speaking our Language’ to help them in their
learning and sometimes they have seen people they know on the screen! So far Mr MacNeil from
Furan and Damien MacSween’s Aunty Morag have been spotted acting in it and the children are
hoping for autographed photos of these Superstars for the classroom wall!
Many of the children watch cartoons like ‘Ben & Holly’s Kingdom’ and ‘Peppa Muc agus Seoras(!)’
on BBC Alba at home and, of course, Miss MacDonald’s favourite, ‘Donnie Murdo’ with his sidekick
Penfold, which they’ve managed to watch a few times in class.
Pupils completed their anonymous questionnaires on paper and sent them off to be included with the
ones gathered online. It is great that the children’s opinions are so valued that they have been able to
share them in a worldwide survey about Gaelic!

Clan Afternoon
The four Rockfield clans, Gylen, Duart, Aros and Dunollie, got together on a Monday afternoon to
produce decorations for the Holly Tea. They made wonderful pictures of Christmas trees, a winter
wonderland scene and many more exciting Christmas decorations. The hall looked fantastic! A huge
thank you to the clan chiefs for overseeing the organisation of the activities and to the staff for
supervising them.

Community Links
As part of our school improvement process we have been building links within the community and
using these to enhance children’s learning.
This term, with the help of Kirsten Johnston and Maggie Dougal from Argyll and Bute Third Sector
Interface, we worked together to implement a project called “Generation to Generation-Sharing
Golden Memories of Times Gone By”. Children from
P2, 3 and 4 were given the opportunity to meet with
elderly community members who were able to share
memories of schooldays, jobs, games and Christmas
morning. The children were fully engaged throughout
and benefited enormously from the experience. We
now hope to take this forward in the new year and will
be continuing to work in partnership with Maggie and
Kirsten to create a living history project.

Over the next few months, as part of our curriculum developments, we will be looking for further
opportunities to build links in the community with other classes. Watch this space!

Leadership at Rockfield
Congratulations to the following pupils on being elected as School Captains, Vice Captains and
Senior leaders.
School Captains
Lewis Baker, Josh Healey, Sophie MacPherson, Jessica Main
Vice Captains
Ben Lawlor, Edie Elliot, Shauna MacLeod Eilidh MacFadyen,
Lauren MacLeod, Jodie Fullerton, Callum Neil,
Kirsty McClymont, Orla Paterson. Kacey MacIntyre
Senior Leaders
Amy Warnock, Issy Payne, Carla Armstrong, Hannah Benson,
Cameron MacEwan, Finlay McLean, Jack MacFarlane, Isla Taylor

Pupil Voice
After holding class elections, a pupil from each P1-6 class was elected as a member of Rockfield’s
new Pupil Voice group. This group will work in partnership with the P7 senior leadership teams and
will help them by offering opinions and helping to make important decisions about the future of the
school. This term’s Pupil Voice members are:
P1a – Callum Thomson
P1G – Felix Hughes
P3/2 – Cameron Craik
P3 – Jack Lawn
P4 – Abby MacQueen
P5 – Colette Smith
P7/6 – Chloe Armour

P1b – Hollie Cameron
P2 – Arran Budge
P3/2G – Rose MacInnes
P4/3 - Emily Pagan
P5/4 - Kate Cameron
P6 – Karim Bicanov-Hughes
P6/5/4G – Rhys Neil

Scotland Week
To coincide with Scottish Book Week, the school participated in a Scottish themed focus week from
21st – 25th November. The aim was to learn about Scotland’s language, art, culture, people and
history through rich and varied learning experiences across the curriculum.
All children across the nursery, Gaelic and mainstream classes, as well as the Learning Centre,
completed a selection of homework tasks in the month leading up to the focus week. This culminated
in a ‘whole school walk around’ to view everyone’s efforts. Parents and carers were also invited along
to a ‘sharing of learning’ afternoon. Many photographs of the tasks can be viewed on the school
website.
A number of community partners were kind enough to visit during the focus week to bring the
learning alive. These included: Caledonian MacBrayne, Oban Communities Trust, Oban War and
Peace Museum and SAMS. The school welcomed a ‘Gaelic for Parents’ session for the first time.
Children’s learning concluded with a whole school Scottish assembly where they sang a variety of
Scottish songs.

Extra-Curricular Activities
Shinty Club
The Indoor competition has started and our teams are doing well. Two rounds have been
played and there are three more rounds in January and February. The league tables are
below for your Information.
League A December

Team
Taynuilt
Park
Rockfield Rovers
Kilmory
Dunollie

Played

Won

Draw

Lost

GD

Points

8
8
8
8
8

8
5
4
2
0

0
1
0
1
0

0
2
4
5
8

50+
9+
-8
-7
-44

24
19
16
13
8

Played

Won

Draw

Lost

GD

Points

12
12
12
12
12
12
12

10
9
8
4
2
2
0

1
2
2
2
5
1
1

1
1
2
6
5
9
11

30+
23+
14+
-11
-10
-23
-23

33
32
30
22
21
17
13

Played

Won

Draw

Lost

GD

Points

10
10
10
10
10
10

9
7
5
2
3
0

1
0
2
3
1
1

0
3
3
5
6
9

26+
12+
1+
-3
-6
-30

29
24
22
17
17
11

League B December

Team
Rockfield Rockets
Taynuilt
Dunollie Dynamos
Dunadd
Rockfield Runners
Park Pirate
Park Sparks
League C December

Team
Dunollie Dragons
Rockfield Rapids
Dunadd
Taynuilt Tigers
Park Panthers
Rockfield Ravers

Athletics Club
The P4/5 Athletics Club has been continuing on Wednesday and Thursday lunchtimes
and the participants are busy training for February’s inter-schools competition. The
teams for this will be formed next week. Thank you to Jean MacPherson for her
continued hard work with the children.
Chess Club
Some P3 children have now joined Chess Club and we are looking forward to starting
The Delancy Competition in January. Good luck to everyone who is taking part in the
tournament.

Choir
Rockfield Choir, which is open to P4-7 pupils, has welcomed a lot of new members recently and has
been really busy this term preparing for several performances in the community. The choir performed
at the Rotary Club Carol Service at the Corran Halls on Sunday 18th December and the event ended
with a massed choir featuring Rockfield, Lochnell and Dunbeg primary schools, which was very
exciting.
As well as performing at our end-of-term Christmas service in Glencruitten Road church, the choir
was also invited to take part in Oban High School’s Christmas Cracker concert on Monday 19 th
December for the first time. The next day, the choir also performed at the Pensioners’ Treat event at
Oban High School and was joined by the Whistle Group, who also meet weekly on Tuesday
lunchtimes.
In the new year the choir will be preparing for the Highlands and Islands Music and Dance Festival
and local Mòd, as well as performing at other local events.

Reading Rocks in Rockfield Book Club!
Rockfield’s Book Club started up again this term for anyone in P3-P7 and is proving
just as popular as before with new readers joining last year’s members.
The Book Club meets every Tuesday lunchtime from 12:45 – 1:15pm in Miss
MacDonald’s room – they hope to be back in the new Library soon! In the meantime,
why not take along your own book, or one borrowed from your classroom library, and join them after
the holidays?

Active Schools
Multi Sports Club
Due to a high demand for places, the Tuesday Multi Sports Club continued this term for another
group of P2s and P3s. The coach, Lewis MacFarlane, set up lots of different fun, exciting activities for
the children to play. Lewis will soon be travelling to Africa to coach Rugby, therefore, the Multi Sports
Club will not be running after Christmas. Thank you to Lewis for all his hard work and we wish him
the best of luck on his travels.
Netball
Netball started for P6 and P7 after the October holidays and was run by Miss MacDonald
and OHS Sports Leader, Rachel Macdonald. The children really enjoyed the 5 week
block and were improving their passing and teamwork skills. Thank you to everyone who
helped with this afterschool club.

Skip to the Beat
The skipping club is going well with all members improving their
skipping skills. They have tried individual skipping, partner
skipping and a variety of fancy jumps such as slaloms, cross
overs and heel-toe taps. Starting next term, the P7 young leaders
will be joining in the fun and assisting Mrs Stevenson.

Parent and Teacher Association
Halloween Disco
Rockfield Primary School PTA held two Halloween discos on
Thursday 27th October 2016. The pupils were wearing wonderful
costumes and had made a huge effort in order to celebrate
Halloween. Some of the staff joined in too and were even scarier
than usual! Many thanks go to the P.T.A. and the staff for decorating
the hall and organising the games, which ensured that the night was
a great success!

Holly Tea
There was a festive feel at the Holly Tea (Saturday 3rd) with a fun-packed
two hours of activities. The event was especially well attended this year
and there was a great buzz as everyone enjoyed a chat over a cup of tea
and some fabulous home-baking or tried their luck on the tombola
and games stalls. There were the regular favourites like Splat the Rat,
Snowball Scavenge and, of course, the tricky Egg-Roll game but also
making an appearance was 'Hook-a-Bauble'. After a quick manicure,
having had your face transformed into Rudolf or a Frozen themed snow
scene, there was still time to pop down to see Santa in his twinkling, logwarmed grotto and to visit the fantastic P4-7 Enterprise Stalls. The Tea
ended with the announcement of the results of the Great Rockfield Bake Off and there were some
nice surprises for the winners of the amazing Raffle prizes. A grand total of £2359 was raised! The
school and P.T.A. would like to thank everyone involved in the event for all their hard work. Thanks
go to everyone who donated prizes and to all those who attended on the day.

Congratulations to the Bake Off winners!

Please remember, school closes on Friday 23rd December at 2:30pm and re-opens on
Monday 9th January 2017.

