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Dear Parent/Carer,
We have had a very busy term, so much so that it almost seems as if we have never been away!
Despite the changes involved in classes this session, I am delighted that the children have settled in
so well. I would like to take this opportunity to welcome any new families to our school, and hope that
your child’s experience at Rockfield is a positive one.
This term, staff have been working very hard to plan the curriculum that their pupils will experience
over the year. This is to ensure that all children make good progression in all areas of their learning.
Our intention is to upload these on to the website so that you are kept fully informed.
Thank you to all those who have offered to help with paired reading sessions. A date will be set for
early next term for training. We would also like to re-vamp our library so if you would like to be part of
a group who are willing to spend some time organising and decorating the library, we would love to
hear from you. I must also thank those who have volunteered to contribute to community learning
afternoons which we look forward to organising soon.
We are also hoping to develop our outdoor areas in the next year, so if this sounds like something you
might like to be involved with, please get in touch.
This session promises to be one full of exciting opportunities for learning and we will keep you updated
regularly.
In the meantime, I hope you enjoy reading about some of the children’s experiences over the last term.
I wish you a very good October break, and look forward to the adventures of next term.
Thank you for your support and interest.
Yours sincerely

Head Teacher

News Around the School

Early Level
Story of the Month
Once a month the P1 pupils look forward to Sue Nicholson, Oban Library
Supervisor, visiting their classes to read them a story. The classes have been
thoroughly enjoying the visits and are thrilled with the opportunity to take copies
of the monthly story home for a week. Along with the books, the children have
been encouraged to become members of Oban library - bookworms in the
making!
Minister Visit
In RME P1 have been looking at Christianity this term
they invited Mr Cameron in to talk to them about his job
church. He brought along his robes which he wears in
children a story about Eli and Samuel.

and as part of this,
as minister of a local
church and told the

First Level
Autumn Harvest Trail
Last week P3/2 visited Tesco to take part in their Autumn Harvest Trail.
The children had great fun investigating wheat and its many uses, as well
as learning about seasonal produce. In the bakery, the pupils saw how
bread was made and watched pancakes being cooked. Everyone
received a delicious pancake and ‘paw’ of tiger bread to take home.
Tesco sent the class back to school with a variety of fruits and the
children had a great afternoon of tasting. Strawberries came out on top
as the class’ favourite fruit.
River safety
On Thursday 22nd September Russell Daniels, a local outdoor instructor,
came to talk to Primary 4 and 4/3 about keeping themselves and others safe
in water. It was a very interactive talk which the pupils thoroughly enjoyed.
They learned to 'Shout, Reach, Throw, Row and Go' and the crucial difference
between a buoyancy aid and a life jacket; a buoyancy aid will help you stay
afloat in water...a life jacket could save your life. Now pupils are more
equipped to be Safety Heroes!
Theatre Fun
All children in P1-4 went to see an award winning play presented by
Catherine Wheels Theatre Company. The production was about a stubborn
lady called Martha who became friends with a mischievous goose. The
goose and his funny tricks were a firm favourite of both pupils and staff. It
was a laughter filled play, highlighting an important message of friendship.

Second Level
Finding out about Islam
Pupils in P5 and P5/4 had an important visitor this term and they were
keen to tell us all about the experience:
We were very lucky that Mrs Sakinah Safi was able to come and talk
to us about her religion, Islam. She spoke to us all about the 5 Pillars
of Islam and how important they are to her. The Pillars are; Belief,
Prayer, Charity, Fasting and Pilgrimage to Mecca.
Mrs Safi showed us one of the prayers she performs each day. She explained that
she has to wash her body three times, in a certain order, before she can pray and
she has to do this every time she goes to pray. She also has to face South East,
which is towards Mecca. We found it really interesting! She told us the prayers help
her keep track of the time of day because she prays 5 times a day, which is great
exercise!
Mrs Safi explained that the Muslim calendar is based on the full moon and that the new month starts
on a new moon. She explained that Ramadan starts on a new date each year and moves by 10 days
each time. Ramadan was in June this year.
Mrs Safi told us about her Pilgrimage to Mecca to see the Black Stone. It took her about 2 hours to
complete her tasks but she told us it can take up to 3 days.
We also learned that people of the Muslim faith made lots of contributions to the way the world is today,
for example, early Islamic teachers discovered that the earth was round.
Mrs Safi wears a head scarf to hide her hair and to show respect to Allah. She explained that it is her
personal choice to wear one and that she can take it off in front of women and close family.
Thank you so much for coming and talking to us Mrs Safi, we learned a lot.

Smoke Free Me
Throughout the month of September, Primary 7 pupils took part in
a series of lessons highlighting the dangerous effects that smoking
has on the body. Lots of interesting facts were learned during the
sessions and at the end of the month, everyone attended a
fantastic drama performance at Oban High School. The pupils
participated fully in all the activities and were a credit to our school.
Well done Primary 7!
Right on Track
Pupils from Primary 6 and Primary 7 recently took part in active
workshops, which focussed on being safe around trains, train
stations and railway tracks. These safety workshops were provided
by Scotrail and encouraged the pupils to think about all of the issues
surrounding rail safety. The workshops included discussion work
and drama activities, which the pupils really enjoyed.

Future Young Leaders
In partnership with Active Schools, Rockfield’s P7 pupils recently
participated in training to become young leaders. Through a series of
engaging challenges, the pupils had the chance to improve their
communication, organisation and leadership skills. Many of them are
now hoping to run their own lunchtime clubs. This will involve organising
and playing a variety of fun and exciting games with the younger children, while giving the P7 pupils a
chance become confident and successful young leaders.

Ardentinny
In September pupils from
Primary 7 went on a very
successful trip to Ardentinny
Outdoor Education Centre.
During the week spent at the
centre, pupils were involved in a whole
range of activities including gorge walking, rock climbing,
team challenges and canoeing. They also had a chance to meet and make friends with pupils and staff
from St Patrick’s Primary School in Glasgow. The trip enabled pupils to develop a whole range of new
skills,
to
face
new
challenges, to work as a team and
to have fun! Pupils were also
very fortunate to have Maureen
Evans working with them in
school, towards the completion of
their
Dynamic
Youth
Awards. This award encourages
pupils to set challenges and
goals
for
themselves
and
recognises the achievement
of these goals.

Gaelic Classes
Rockfield Reporters
Fame struck Rockfield earlier this term when our senior Gaelic
pupils filmed an online appeal searching for a new teacher. The
video was expertly written, presented and edited by the pupils and
featured Oban’s beautiful scenery. They posted their creation on
Youtube and it was an instant hit. It wasn’t long before BBC Alba
and STV heard about the video’s popularity and it was featured on
the STV evening news. An exciting time for our school!
Literacy Fun
The nursery and Gaelic classes were visited by Gaelic
Development Officer, Duncan MacNeil. Mr MacNeil, who is
based at Furan, entertained the nursery and P1 with songs,
action games and rhymes while P3/2 participated in a very
enjoyable Bookbug session. Primaries 4-7 were supported
with their Literacy in Gaelic conversation. The classes look
forward to Mr MacNeil visiting frequently.

Learning Centre
Culinary Creations
Pupils in the Learning Centre have been baking and cooking every Friday
afternoon. Food preparation teaches important life skills, and they invite
pupils from mainstream classes to join in.
The pupils choose the meal to cook and the ingredients they will need as
part of their Literacy. Then they go to the shop where they have to find the
ingredients and
buy them.
Back at school
to follow a recipe, measuring skills in the
awareness when cooking and tidying up.
so far include apple and bramble tart, quiche

they use their reading skills
preparation and hygiene
Dishes they have cooked
and pizza.

Usually everyone gets to take home a
yum!

goodie bag of their work –

In other areas of the school….
Nurture Group
The boys and girls of the Nuture Group were very pleased to
move into their new room at the end of last term but they
thought it looked a bit bare. The pupils drew designs to brighten
up the walls and when they had all had their ideas, they
combined them to make one huge picture. Kirsty was asked to
draw the final design on the wall and then everyone helped to
paint it. The room is not dull or bare now and they all enjoyed
painting the mural.
Childsmile
During the month of October, pupils in P1, P4 and P7 will be visited by an Oral Health Improvement
Practitioner who will speak to the children about the importance of teeth brushing, healthy
snacks and visiting the dentist. Rockfield has been involved with Childsmile for many years
now and the number of children showing signs of tooth decay, at the P1 and P7 dental
checks, has fallen significantly over this period of time - healthy smiles all around!

Stramash
Before the Christmas holidays, all pupils in P4-7 will have the opportunity to participate in canoeing
and bushcraft activities run by Stramash. Some of the classes have already had a go at the activities
and have thoroughly enjoyed the experience.
Pupils from P5G and P6G took part in bushcraft and got creative in Sutherland’s Grove. They had to
work together to build dens, using natural resources such as wood and grass. They had great fun and
loved taking their learning outdoors.

Harvest
A campus Harvest Service was held on Friday 30th
September. This was a huge success and the foodstuffs
collected were taken to the Lord’s Larder to be distributed as
necessary. Thank you to everyone who contributed to this
event.
Reading Books
Could all children and parents/carers please have a good look at home for any reading
books belonging to the school. Rockfield books all have the school’s name stamped
on the inside cover. If you happen to find any school books, could the children please
hand them in to their class teacher. Thank you for your help with this.
Lost Property
The lost property trolleys are already beginning to fill up with misplaced belongings. They will be
displayed near the front entrance on Parents’ Night so if your child happens to be missing any pieces
of clothing, lunchboxes, etc, please take a moment to search through the items. May we also ask you
to ensure that your child has their name on all their belongings. This will make it much easier to return
lost items to their rightful owner.
Website
Many classes are beginning to upload photographs and information on to Rockfield’s
school website. Take a look and see what the children have been learning. Important
school letters can also be found on the website’s Notice Board. It’s a great way to keep
up to date with school news.
www.rockfieldprimaryschool.co.uk

Extra-Curricular Activities
Shinty Club
Shinty training began on the 31st August. The first tournament was
the Ian MacMillan Memorial Competition and everyone was
delighted when the P5 team won their section. All of the Rockfield
teams played extremely well.
The Indoor Shinty Competition begins at Atlantis Leisure on Sunday 6 th
November with the next rounds taking place on Sunday 4 th December, 15th
January and 5th February. The final round will be played on Saturday 25th February in Lochgilphead.
More details will be available nearer the time.
Athletics Club
Athletics Club has begun for P4 and P5 pupils and there are over 50 children taking part
this year. The club takes place over Wednesday and Thursday lunchtimes and the
participants will be trained in javelin, speed bounce, standing long jump, triple jump,

running, sprint racing and relay. The inter-schools competition will take place in February and everyone
is looking forward to it.
Chess Club
The Chess Club has started on a Monday night and is going well with boys and girls
from across the school attending. Duncan Campbell has very kindly taken on the
responsibility of Chess Club again this year.
Choir
Mrs Garvin’s choir will be welcoming new members after the October holidays. They meet every
Thursday after school and anyone from P4-7 can join. The Choir will be busy over the festive season
preparing for events such as the Rotary Carol Service in the Corran Halls.

Penny Whistle Club
The Penny Whistle Club will be starting up again after the October break. They will be learning
how to make a nice tone, the different fingerings for notes and some simple tunes.

Active Schools
Multi Sports Club
This term P2 and P3 were given the opportunity to join a sporty after
school club on a Tuesday. The club was coached by Lewis MacFarlane
and 2 high school sports leaders. The children participated in various
types of activities and for the last few weeks there had been an Olympic
theme. For the final session, everyone took part in a mini Olympic
competition. The Multi Sports Club will be continuing next term for another
5 weeks, enabling a different a group of children to experience the
Olympic fun.
Tag Rugby
Every Wednesday after school, Ellie McNiven and Allan Wright, Rugby
development Officer, have been running a 5 week block of tag rugby
training for pupils in P4 and P5. The club is open to pupils from both
Rockfield and St.Columba’s and will continue after the October
holidays.
Skip to the Beat
Mrs Stevenson started her Tuesday lunchtime skipping club last week and is hoping to continue this
until Easter. Each term, different age groups will be given the chance to join. There are around 10
children who attend at the moment and they all love skipping to the beat!

Halloween
This term the theme for the Halloween Disco is the 'HAUNTED HALL' and the dress code (optional) is
SPOOKY! So if you want to dance with a demon, groove with a ghoul or show off your moves to a
mummy then come along on October 27th.

HAUNTED HALL
HALLOWEEN
DISC0
Thursday 27th October
P1-4 6pm to 7pm entry £1.00
P5-7 7:15pm to 8:45pm entry £1.50
Juice/Water 30p
Crisps 30p

Prizes for best Halloween fancy dress

and best Halloween dance moves!
Please remember, school closes on Friday 7th October at 3:15pm and re-opens on
Monday 24th October 2016.

